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Wendell Berry

This modern mind sees only half of the horse—that half
which may become o dynamo, or an automobile, or any
other horsepowered machine, } thiy mind had much
respect for the full-dimensioned, gravs-eating horse, i
woild never have imvented the engine which represents
onty half of him. The religious mind, on the other hand,
has this respect; it wants the whole horse, and it will be
satisfied with nothing {ess,

I should say a religions mind that requires more
than  half-religion.

— Allen Tate, “Remarks on the Southern Religion,” in
'l lake My Stand

One of the primary results—and one of the primary
needs—ot industrialism is the separation of people and
places and products from their histories. To the cxtent
that we participate in the industrial economy, we do not
know the histories of our tamilies ot of our habitats or
of our meals. This is an economy, and in fact a culture,
of the dne-night stand. “T had a good time,” says the
industrial lover, “but don’t ask me my last name.” Just
50, the indusirial cater says w the svelle industrial hog,
“We'll be together at breaklast. T don’t want 1o see you
hetore then, and [ won’t carc to remeniber you afler-
wards.”

In this condition, we have many commodities, but
little satisfaction, little sense of the sufficiency of any-
thing. The scarcity of satisfaction makes of our many
cominodities, in fact, an infinite series of commodities,
the new commaodities invariably promising greater satis-
faction than the older ones. And so we can say that the
industrial economy’s most-marketed commodily 1s satis-
faction, and that this commodity, which is repeatedly
promised, hought, and paid for, is never delivercd.

" This persistent want of satisfaction is directly and
complexly related to the dissociation of ourselves and
all our goods from our and their histories. If things do
not last, are not made to last, they can have no histories,
and we who use these things can have no memories.
One of the procedures of the industrial cconomy is 1o
rednce the longevity of materials. For example, wood,
which well-made into buildings and furniture and well
cared for can last hundreds
of vears, is now routinely
manufacured into prod-
ucts that last twenty-five
years. We do not cherish
the memory of shoddy and
transitory objects, and so

Originglly published in a
shortened version, Americus
Journal, Winfer 1999

we do not remember ther. That is to say that we do not
invest in them the lasting respect and admiration (hat
make for satisfaction.

The problem of our dissatisfaction with all the
things that we use is not correctabie within the terms of
the cconomy thal produces those things. At present, it is
virtually impossible for us o know the economic hista-
ry or the ceological cost of the products we buy: the ori-
gins of the products are typically oo distant and oo
scattered and the processes of trade, manufacture, frans-
portation, and marketing too complicated. There are,
moreover, too many good reasons for the industrial sup-
pliers of these products not to want their histories w be
known.

Where there is no reliable accounting and theretore
no competent knowledge of the economic and ecologi-
cal effects of our lives, we cannot live lives that are eco-
nomically and ecologically responsible. This is (he
problem that has frustrated, and to a considerable extent
undermined, the American conservation effort from the
beginning. It is ultimately futile to plead and protest and
lobby in favor of public ecological responsibility while,
in virtually every act of our private lives, we endorse
and supporl an economic system that is by intention,
and perhaps by nccessily, ecologically irresponsibie.

If the industrial cconomy is not correctable within
or by its own terms, then obviously what is required for
correction is a countervailing economic idea. And the
most significant weakness of the conservation move-
ment is its failure to produce or espouse an economic
idea capable of correcting the economic idea of the
industrialisis. Somewhere near the heart of the conser-
vation effort as we have known it is the romantic
assumption that, if we have become alienated from
nature, we can become unalicnated by muking nalure
the subject of contemplation or art, ignoring the fact
that we live necessarily in and from nature—ignoring,
in other words, all the economic issues that are
involved. Walt Whitman could say, I think I could turp
and live with animals” as if he did not know that, in
fact, we do live with animals, and that the terms of our
relation to them arc incscapably cstablished by our eco-
nomic use of their and cur world. So long as we five,
we are going to he living with skylarks, nightingales,
daffodils, waterfowl, streams, forests, mountains, and
all the other creatures that remantic poets and artists
have yearned toward. And by the way we live we will
determine whether or not those creatures will live.

That this nature-romanticism of the nineteenth cen-
tury ignores ceonomic [acts and relationships has not
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provented it from setting the agenda for modem conser-
vation groups. This agenda has rarely included the eco-
nomics of land use, without which the conservation
effort becomes almost incvitably long on sentiment and
short on practicality. The giveaway is that when conser-
vationists try to be practical they are likely to defend
the “sustainahle use of natural resources” with the argn-
ment that this will make the industrial ceconomy sustain-
able. A further giveaway is that the longer the industrial
cconomy lasts in its present torm, the funther it will
demonsirate its nltimate impossibility: every human in
the world cannot, now or ever, own the whole catalogue
of shoddy, high-cnergy industrial producis which cannot
be sustainably made or used. Moreover, the longer the
industrial econony lusts, the more it will eat away the
possibility of a better cconomy.

The conservation effort has at least brought under
suspicion the general relativism of our age. Anybody
who has smidied with care the issues of conscrvation
knows that our acts are being measured by a rcal and
unyiclding standard that was invented by no human.
Qur acts that are nol in harmony with nature are
inevitably and somctimes irremediably destructive, The

7Y
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standard exists. But having no opposing econormic idea,
conservationists have had great difficully in applying
the standard,

What, then, is the countervailing idea by which we
might correct the industrial idea? We will not have to
look hard to find it, for there is only one, and that is
agrarianism. Our major difficulty (and danger) will he
in attempting to deal with agrarianism as “an idea™—
agrarianism 1s primarily a practice, a set of attitudes, a
lovalty, and a passion; it is an idea only secondarily and
at a remove, 1 am well aware of the danger in defining
things, but if I am going to talk about agrarianism, I am
going to have to define it. The definition that follows s
derived boih [rom agrarian writers, ancient and modern,
and from the unliterary and sometimes illiterate agrari-
ans who have been my teachers.

The fundamental difference belween industrialism
and agrarianism s this: Whereas indusirialism is a way
ot thought based on monetary capital and technology,
agrarianism is a way of thought based on land.

An agrarian econony rises up from the fields,
woods, and streams—{rom the complex of soils, slopes,
weathers, connections, influences, and exchanges that
Above: Fauala
Chamlee, from e
sertes High Pluins

Ferm, Addrivii, Texos,
Johnd

Telt: Sedomon T2,
Butcher, Charies
Blakemen, Custer
Comaity, Nebraska, c,
1890-971. Nehraska
State Hisrorical
Sucduly.
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we mean when we speak, for example, of the lpi;_a'f'ﬁ-fj'_'i L

communily or the local watershed. The agrarian mind is
therefore not regional or national, let alone global, but
local. It must know on intimate terms the local plants
and animals and local solls; it must know Tocal possibil-
ities and impossibilities, opportunities and hazards, [t
depends and tnsists on knowing very particular local
histories and biographies.

Because a mind so placed meels again and again
the necessity [or work (o be good, the agrarian mind is
less interesled in absiract quantitics than in particular
qualities. It [eels threatened and sickened when it hears
people and creatures and places spoken of as labor,
management, capital, and raw material. It is not at all
impressed by the industrial legendry of gross national
products, or of the numbers sold and dollars earned by
gigantic corporations. [t is interested—and torever fas-
cinated—by questions leading toward the accomplish-
ment of good work: What is the best location lor a par-
ticular building or fence? What is (he best way 10 plow
thiy lield? What 1s the best course [or a skid road in this
woodland? Should this tree be cut or spared? What are
ihe best breeds and types of livestock for this farm?—
guestions which cunnot be answered in the abstract, and
which yearn not toward quantity but toward elegance.
Agrarianism can never become abstract because it has
to be practiced in order to exist,

An agrarian economy is always a subsistence econ-
omy hefore it is a market econoniy. The center of an
agrarian farm is the household. It is the subsisience parl
of the agrarian economy that assures ils slabilily and its
survival. A subsistence economy ncecessarily is highly
diversified, and il characteristically has involved hunt-
ing and gathering as well as farming and gardening,
These activities bind people to their local landscape by
close, complex interests and economic ties. The indus-
trial economy alienates people from the narive land-
scape precisely by breaking these direct practical ties
and introducing distant dependencies.

Agrarian people of the present, knowing that the
land must be well cared for if anvthing is to lasi, undcer-
stand the need for a settled connection, not just between
Farmers and thedr farms, bul between urban people and
their surrounding and tributary landscapes. Because the
knowledge and know-how of good caretaking must be
handed down to children, agrartans recognize the neces-
sity of preserving the coherence of families and com-
mupities.

The stability, coherence, and longevity of humaun
occupation require that the land should be divided
among many owners and users. The central figure of
agrarian thought has invariably been the small owner or
small holder who maintainy & significant measure of
ceconomic self-determination on a small acreage. The
scale and independence of such holdings imply two

_thingy that agrarians sce as desirable: intimate care in

the use of the Jand, and political democracy resting
apon the indispensalble foundation of economic democ-
racy.

A major characteristic of the agrarian mind is a
longing for independence—that is, for an appropriate
degrec of personal and local self-sufficiency. Agrarians
wish o cam and deserve what they have. They do not
wish to live by piracy, beggary, charily, or luck.

In the written record of agrariunism, there iy a con-
tinually recurring affirmation of nature as the final
judge, law-giver, and pattcrm-maker of and for the
human use of the earth. We can trace the lineage of this
thought in the West through the writings of Virgil,
Spenser, shakespeare, Pope, Thomas Jetterson, and on
into the work of the twentieth century agricultlurists and
scientists, I. Russell Smith, Liberty Hyde Bailey, Albert
Howard, Wes Tackson, John Todd, and others. The wdea
1y variously stated: we should not work until we have
fooked and seen where we are; we should honor Nature
not only 4% our mother or grandmother, bt as our
teacher and judge; we should “let the forest judge:” we
should “consult the Gentus of the Place:” we should
make the farming fit the farm; we should carry over into
the cultivated field the diversity and coherence ol the
native forest or prairie. And this way of thinking is sure-
ly allied o that of the medieval scholars and architeets
who saw (he building of a cathedral as a symbol or ana-
logue of the creation of the world. John Haines has
written that “the cternal task of the artist and the poet,
the historian and the scholar .., is to find the means ©
reconcile what are two separate and yvet inseparable his-
tories, Nature and Culture, To the extent that we can do
this, the “world” makes sense to us and can he lived in.”
I would add only that this applies also o the farmer, the
forester, the scientist, and others.

The agrarian mind begins with the love of fields
and ramilies in good [arming, good cooking, good eat-
ing, and gratitude to God. Lxactly analogous to the
agrarian mind is the sylvan mind that begins with the
love of forests and ramifies in good forestry, good
wood-working, good carpenuy, etc., and gratitude to
God. These two kinds of mind readily intersccl and
comumnicate; neither ever inlersecls or cominunicates
with the industrial-cconomic mind. The industrial-eco-
nomic mind beging with ingratitude, and ramifies in the
destruction of farms and forests, The “lowly” and
menial” arts of farm and forest are mostly taken for
granted or ignored by the cultare of the “fine aris™ and
by “spirithal’ religions; they are taken for granted or
ignored or held in contempt by the powers of the indus-
trial economy. But in fact they are incscapably the foun-
dation of human life and culiure, and their adepts are
capable of as deep satisfuctions and as high attainments
as anybody clsc.
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Having, so to speak, laid industialism and agrarian-
ism side by side, implying a preference for the latter, 1
will be confronted by two questions that I had better go
ahead and answer.

The first is whether or not agrarianism is simply a
“phase™ that we humans had to go through and then
leave behind in order to get onto the truck of technolog-
ival progress toward even greater happiness. The answer
is that although indusirialism has certainly conquered
agrarianism, and hay very nearly destroyed it aliogether,
it is ulgo true that in every one of its uses of the natural
world industrialism is in the process of catastrophic
failurc. Indusiry is now desperately shifting—by means
of genctic engineering, global colenialism, and other
contrivances—1Io prolong its control of our farms and
forests, but the failure nonetheless continues. [t is not
possible to argue sanely io favor of soil erosion, water

pollution, genetic impoverishment, and the destruction
of rural communities and local ceonomies.
Industrialisni, unchecked by the affcclions and concerns
of agrarianism, becomes monstrous. And this is becausc
of a weakness identified by the Twelve Southerners of
Pl Take My Stand in their “Statement of Principles™
under the rule of industrialism “the remedics proposed
... are always homeopathic.” Industrialism always pro-
poscs 1o cotrect its errors and excesses by more indus-
trialization.

The sceond question is whether or not by espousing
the revival of agrarianism we will conmunit the tamous
sin of “turning back the ¢lock.” The answer Lo that, for
present-day North Americans, is fairly simple. The
overriding impulse of agrarianism is toward the local
adaptation of economics and cultures, Agrarian people
wish 1o fit the farming to the farm and the forestry to

Above: Paula Chamloe.
From the series High Pluins
Furn, Advtan, Toxas, 1994,

Left: Satomon Bulchet,
Henry father Home, Oreeffo
Yallew, Neaw Dale, Custar
Couwnry, Nebraska, 1887,
Nebrasks Slale Historical
Soeicly,




the forest. At times and in places we Iattcf—d;tj'{_ L

Americans may have come close to accomplishing this

goal, but we never yet have developed stable, sustain-
able, locally adapted land-based economies, The good
rural enterprises and communities that we will find
our past have been almost constantly under threat from
the colomalisin, {irst forcign and then domestic, which
has so far dominated our history, and which has been
ingtitutionalized for a long time in the industial econo-
my, The possibility of an anthentically scliled country
gtill lies ahead of us.

If we wish to look abead, we will see not only in
the Unirted States but in the world two economic pro-
grams that conform pretty exactly to the aims of indus-
(rialism and agrarianism as I have desciibed them.

The firsi is the effort to globalize the industrial
ceonomy, nol merely by the expansionist programs of
supra-national corporations within themselves, but also
by meuans of government-sponsored international trade
agreements, the most prominent of which is the new
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade. The new
GATT is a product of the industrial ambition to use,
sell, or destroy every acre and every creaturc of the
world.

The old GATT contained 78 pages. The new agree-
menl, with its “annexes,” contains 26,000 pages; it is
said to wedgh 385 pounds. No individual who will
admunister il or be ruled by it will ever read it all.
Obviously, it can be adminisiered only by a big bureau-
cracy, which will not increase the sive of any national
government only because it will operate independently
of any national government.

The second program, counter to the first, is com-
prised of many small efforts to preserve or improve or
eslablish local economies. These efforts on the part of
non-industrial or agrarian conservatives, local patriots,
are taking place in countries both affluent and poor all
over the world.

Whereas the corporate sponsors of GATT, in order
to promote their ambitions, have requived only the hazy
glamour of such phrases as “the global economy,” “the
global context,” und “globalization”—and thus appar-
ently have vacuum-packed the mind of every politician
and political underling in the country—the local-econo-
mists use a much more diverse and particularizing
vocabulary that vou can actually think with; “communi-
Ly, “ceosystem,” “watershed,” “place,” “homeland,”
“family,” and “household.”

And whereas the global economists advocate a
world-government-by-ceconomic-burcaucracy, which
would destroy local adaptation everywhere by ignoring
the nniqueness of every place, the local economists
found their work upon respect for such uniqueness.
Places differ from one another, the local economists say,
therefore we must behave with unique consideration in

LI

each one; the ability to tender an appropriate practical
regard and respect to each place in its diffcrence is a
kind of freedom; tie inability to do so is a kind of
tyranny. The global economists are the great centraliz-
ers of our time. The local economists, who have so far
attracted the support of no prominent politician, are the
true decentralizers and downsizers, for they seek an
appropriate degree of scll-determination and indepen-
dence for localities, They scem to be moving woward a
radical and necessary revision of our idca ol a cily.
They are learning to see the city, not just as a built and
paved municipality set apart by “city limits” to live by
trade and transportation from the world at large, but
rather as a part of a community which includes alsc the
city’s rural neighbors, its surrounding landscape and its
watershed, on which il might depend for at least some
of its necessities, and for the health of which it might
exercise a competent concern and responsibility.

At this point, 1 want to say pointblank what T hope
is already clear: though agrarianism proposes that
everybody has agrarian respongibilities, it does not pro-
pose that everybody should be a farmer or that we do
not need cities. Furthermore, any thinkable human
ceonomy would have to grant to manufaciuring an
appropriate and honorable place. Agrarians would insist
only that any manufacturing enterprise should be
formed and scaled to fit the local lundscape, the local
ecosystem, and the local community, and that it should
he locally owned and employ Tacal people. They would
insist, in other words, that the shop or factory owner
should not be an outsider, but rather a sharer in the fate
of the place and its community. The deciders should
live with the results of their decisions.

Between these two programs—ithe industrial and
the agrarian, the global and the local—the most critical
difference is that of knowledge. The global economy
institutionalizes a global ignorance, in which producers
and consumers cannot know or care about one another,
and jn which the histories of all products will be lost, In
such a circumstance, the degradation of products and
places, producers and consumers is ingvitable.

But in a sound local economy, in which producers
and consumers are neighbors, nature will become the
known standard of work and production. Consumers
who understand their cconomy will not tolerate the
destruction of the Tocal soil or ecosystem or watershed
as a cost of production, Only a healthy local economy
can keep nature and wotk together in the consciousness
of the community. Only such a community can restore
history to economics.
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Net Suring 2:00 A.M.

Mary Mackey

in the great invisible electronic
library of the world

the real thing is nothing

Image iy all

bleary with coffee
and griet for a friend
who died the day before

I find myself staring at the screen and wondering

how many pixels it takes

to make a wood duck

or an island of bfack [rigaic birds
mating in the mangroves

their globed orange throat pouches
pulsing with birdly Tust

in tront of me

in a space no larger than two hands spanned
I can watch flocks of pink flamingos
nigrating

stick-legged, silly-beaked

bits of cgg-laying confetti

left aver from the big party

of creation

there’s a comfort to the sight
of so many birds. Here at least,
I think,

life out-runs exlinclion

onee i Cambridge

in the Peabody Museam

i came across the last passenger pigeon
ever sighted in America

neatly stuffed

with combed feathers and agate eyes
sitting on a fake limb in a glass cuse
unider a card which informed me

that it had been shot

by the Harvard expedition of 1893

once I read
that Audubon himself
killed to sketch

s TR e aE mem————————y

now

m frond of me
clectronic snow geese
by the thousands

swirl over the marshes
of the Central Valley
now in one night

I can see

more cranes and herons
than ever [led south
before the snows of winler

| touch the screen with my fingertips
taste it with my tongue

how cold this tiny window is

that drugs me with perpetual flight
on tapes and chips and CD-ROM

the programmers have recreated paradise

and yet ...

I pause, consider, and decide:
[ strike a key

[ click the mouse

[ let myself forget

the crossed out phone number
the returned miail

the name he no longer answers o
the silent woods

the long darkness

the guiet

enipty

sky.
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Community Supported Agrﬁ@uﬁum:
Bringing the Dinner Table to the Farm

Dan lmholf

Until our move Lo a rural valley, my family’s primary
provider of fruity and vegetables for the past four years
has been a Northern Califoria farmer named Kathy
Barsotti. Every Tuesday a half~bushel box arrived on
aur doorstep, fresh from the fields and orchards at
Capay Fruits and Vegetables, 80 miles northeast o San
Francisco. While my wife or I sorted through the deliv-
ery, the other read aloud from the uccompanying onc-
page newslctler, detailing the contents, relating weckly
weather and farm progress, and offering some intrigu-
ing recipe ideas. One week in early April, Barsotti
wrote:

The tomatoes that we ransplanted last week look
very nice, thank goodness! It was a real blow to
losc our first planting. We have fruit on the Asian
pears, the figs, the apricots, and the peaches. As
soon as we get a chance, we need to begin thinning
50 we got a decent size on the ripe ones. All of our
thinning is done by hand. The mandarins are
purting out their first flush of leaves, and the flow-
ers are just starting to bloom. Soon we will be liv-
ing in the heavenly [ragrance of orange blossoms.

Twenty dollars per week (plus a five dollar delivery
fee split among neighbars) supplied us and our two
small children with most of the produce we needed,
including lefiovers for a weekly soup. Our son’s first
solid food came from these boxes, steumed vegetables
and fresh fruits mashed with a small hund-mill. In win-
ler, leaty greens, rool crops and citrus predominated. By
mid-summer, the boxes overflowed. We relinquished
our choice in the arrangement, learning instcad to make
the most of what Kathy had managed to produce or pro-
cure from neighboring farmers during any given weck.
In doing so we were participating in Community
Supported Agriculture, a movement which over the past
decade has rescued many small diverse farms across the
country struggling against rising land values, interna-
tional competition, government price supports for
agribusiness and increasing production costs.

According to Farms of Tomorrow Revisited
(Biodynamic Farm and Gardening Association, 1997}
co-author Stephen McFadden, there were npwards of
1,000 U.S. farms in 1997 which, likc Capay Froits and
Vegetables, offcred a direct relationship with a body of
members, [ndividually each of these farms is referred to

as a CSA, Although all C§As have commeon goals, cach
is unique. Some arc best described as “mutual farms,”
where members enter a partnership with the farmer,
investing $450 - $900 for “shares” at the beginning of
the ycar in return for cdible dividends throughout the
growing season. Others arc monthly subscription
arrangements with an emphasis on customer service,
like pre-washed salad mix, fresh-cut flowers and home
delivery, CSAs range from five-share gardens cultivated
solely by members, to large farms serving neatly 1,000
share holders, While the majority relies on desigpated
drop-oif sites where customers retrieve their weekly
bounty, some insist that pick-your-own programs are
what scparate pure Community Supported Agriculture
farms from mere subscription arrangements and other
less ideologically-driven interpretutions. In terms of a
national average, a weekly CSA share provides enough
for three people and costs between $12 and $25.

“The CSA is a valuable model for many reasons,”
explains Judith Redmond, executive director of the
Community Alliance with Family Farmers {CAFF) in
Davis, California, and co-founder of Full Belly Farms,
which has been operating a CSA in the Capay Valley
since 1994, “Because most members pay a yearly share
up front before the growing season begins, it signifi-
cantly helps out with our cash flow. And because our
members expect to receive what’s done well on the
farm on any given week, we have a guaranteed outlet
for in-season produce and heavy yielders.”

‘For my wife and [, CSA membership was a lifcstyle
choice, not much different than bicycling to work, using
a cotton diaper service or composting in a backyard
worm box. The challenge of broadening our culinary
repertories by using only what was in season, combined
with the fresh organic ingredients, elevated our culinary
skills. We hecame creative with kale and kohlrabi,
locked forward to weeks of leeks, learned to live with-
out tomatoes and green beuans (in winter and spring),
and cvolved into competent soup makers,

[ visited Kathy Barsotti’s farm on a sizzling hot
May afternoon. The Capay Valley has a broad flat belly
that meanders gracelully and is swrrounded on both
sides by hills with grassy meadows and oak groves.
There was so much pollen in the air my head was
pounding audibly, though the farm was about as pas-
toral a scene as one could imagine. A small, fit woman
with a welcoming smile, Barsotti was watering tomato
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thirty vears ()f acrwe work, experiment, observation, and study

starts in the greenhouse when I arrived. A safari helmet
shielded her face from the sun. Her three tull-time
tarmhands, who I'd been reading about for some tme,
were thinning peaches.

Barsotti owned 25 acres hersell and farmed a total
of 90. The C5A resembled an exlensive orchard and
garden, and was producing 20 different vegctables.
Each row hosted one or more crops: ambrosia meions
and mickey [ec watermelons; green zebra and
Thessaloniki tomatoes; romaine and red Jeaf lertuce,
“This is more like quilting than farming,” said Barsotri.
“This is what | wanted when I started farming 20 vears
ago, and rmnmng a CSA now allows me to earn my lLiv-
ing off of 90 acres.”

The Capay Valley has in [act been a haven for small
diverse organic operations such as Barsoti’s, and there
were [our other CSAs in the arca, all delivering boxes
to Bay Arca residents in addition to selling wholesale,
in farmers’ markets and to restaurants, While these local
farmers remained competitive on some levels, there was
also a great deal of cooperation ameng them. “Having
two or three CSAs in a region gives a real boost to a
community’s economy,”’ explained Barsotti, who had
been bartering and buying apricois, oranges, salad
greens and a variety of other ilems [rom neighboring
[armers 1o cnsure cach week’s delivery was as fair to
her members as possible.

Fellow valley furmer Judith Redmond concurred.
Twice in the last four years, Full Belly has shared its
waiting list with other C5As needing a body of cus-
tomers to grow their businesses. (A great majority of
the CSA founders that I've talked to have had waiting
lists throughout the 1990s.) I contrasted for a moment
that gesture with the proprietary nature of agribusi-
ness—in particular the greal rush to patent nearly all the
biological wealth on the planct, not necessarily to help
feced and clethe the world, but to corner the market on
it—and [ caught a glimmer of the spirit that has cloaked
the organic farming movement since its practitioners
idealistically headed for the boonies in the 1970s to
take charge of their own food supply.

Tromnically, on my way out of the Capay Valley, I
found few opportunilies o cat or buy the outstanding
Iood being grown in this productive region—mnot in the
corner grocery store or at the local restaurant, In most
parts of the country, farming remains an export-oriented
system, Crops are primarily exported for distribution,

to make a 1 pas sable farmer,

—Cheerfes Allen Snrert

while [vod is imported for conswmption and tor central-
ized processing. Over the past decade, I've read (and
even cited mysell} the 1983 statistic that the average
Tood itemi in the United States travels 1,300 miles
before it reaches the dinner able.! (Taking into account
the North American Free Trade Agreement, and the
increasing reliance on Chilean imports, that estimate
could indeed be extremely conservative today.) CSAs
bave drastically diminished that distance between the
farm and the dinner table. Most memberships are locat-
ed within 100 miles or less of a farm. By limiting rans-
portation and perishability—two factors which dictale
what crops can be sown [or national or intermational
markets—CSAs offcr better tasting heirloom varieties
that stay fresher longer and don’t have to be famigated,
irradiated, refrigerated or shipped great distances.

Distinctions hetween locally-produced and national
or international farming systems were highlighted in
1997 when two Capay Valley farmers experienced run-
ins with local bureaucracies. Both farms, delivering in
two different communities, were employing the com-
mon practice of using a member’s porch as a weckly
drop-off site. Gricvous neighbors, angry with the ten-
ants responsible for creating the drop-off sites, filed
complaints about both CSAs. [n one instance, a city
health department objected to the use of a porch as a
delivery site for produce, not citing any specific code
violations, but insinuating that there might be sanitation
concerns with issuing uninspected produce. In (he other,
a city business zoning violation was cited, inferring that
tax or licenses may be applicable o this type of unmiti-
galed commerce. Both cases left CSA owners feeling
vulnerable, becausc the concept—even though it
involves freshly picked, carefully washed and appropri-
ately packed produce—could soon be scrutinized by
health and zoning bureaucracies.

“The lesson we learned,” said one of the [armers,
“was that we had to take a pro-aciive and [ricndly
approach (o any communily we were going into. That

t Amory and Hunter Lovins and
Merty Bender, “Energy and
Agriculiure,” {from Meeting #he
Expectarions of the Land: Fxsays in
Susrainable Agricultive and
Stewardship, ediled by Wes Jackson,
Wendell Berry, Broee Colman,
North Point Press, San Francisco,

1983,
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means nol blocking traffic with our delivery trucks---
even though couriers do it regularly—and giving out
free boxes to neighbors fo educate them about
Community Supported Agriculture.”

While a middleman-free, direct delivery system has
forged new links between growers and consumers, there
arc still CSA Tarmers who feel that Community
Supported Agriculture requires far more mvolvement
than just monetary participation from its members.
Many successful CSAs have survived primarily because
they have recruited a “core group,” with the sole pur-
pose of “letting (he farmer farm.” These core group
members actively and regularly assist with a variety of
the orgamizational tasks necessary to keep the trains of
these detailed operations running on time: bookkeeping,
delivery, harvesting, packaging and commumications.
Whilc Lthe core group stralegy seems to be more fully
integrated on east coast and mid-west CSA farms than
those in the western region, it points to the fact that

This morning it was 60
degrees with patchy fog
when | walked up over the
east hill to get the cows.
Evan though the moon is
waning toward its tast
quarter, its Hght, filtered
by the fag, still illuminated
the cowpath enough that |
did not heed the flash-
light.

Ta the right of the
crescent moon was Orioh
on ki3 back, and shimmer-
Ing Sirius hung low in the
southeast. When | reachad
the top of the hill {
stapped to Hisien. The qui-
otude of the early morning
was so compiete that the
katydids’ grexing from the
woods a guarter of a mile
away to my left sounded
anly an arm’s length away.
So did the seveech owls
guavering call from the
farmstead to the right.

1 walted. Then L heard
the first one — a farmer
calling hls cows. A low
“wummmsaaaaa” (the sa
as in salve) frem the next
farm. Melvin's sort of a
low-koy guy and doesn't
use the wild and free cry

in Celebration
of a New Day

David Kline

therc are a myriad other tasks besides growing and har-
vesting that go into the management of 4 CSA. Juggling
tedious accounting systems, newsletter writing, weekly
planting schedules, all help to double or triple the work-

load of the alrcady maxed out market gardener. The
core group is onc way to delegate some of the work.
Apprentices are conymon on most farms as well. Other
farmers develop compulterized bookkecping systems,
take out ioll-free numbers, and cultivate large member-
ships 1o keep their operations manageable and prof-

jtable.

Many farmers believe the rools of Community
Supported Agriculture lie deeper and spread farther still.
Sacial and economic missions somclimes are as impor-
tant as the food production. On many farms, members
shoulder a proportion of the labor, One cxample is the
Genesee Valley CSA outside Rochester, New York,
which not only has an active core group of 21 members,
but also requires a commitment among its 200 share-

meost of his nefahbors do. [
thought it was time for a
wake-up call so | cupped
my hands to my mouth,
filed my Ihungs with the
night-chilled air, and lat
lose with a high-pitched
“Whoooooo, whoooooo.”
The echoes hadnw’i died
out before two other
neighbors joined the choe-
rus with their finest galls.

Bennls has a waniler-
ful repertoire; at loast half
a dozen diffastent musical
yodels. & joy to behold. Of
course, he is alse one of
the hest singers in church.

From Bert 1 lcarned a
beautiful split “who/o00.”
It iz a melodious call
passed down through his
family; a call that was
fina-tuned in the Alpine
meadows of Switzerland.
But | hadn't heard from
him yel. Since ha is an
early riser he likely had
the cows in the stable
already.

1 decided to chaeck
Fert out. Tempt him.
{Usually when a farmey
oversieepz he's very dis-
creet about it and may not
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even call his cows; he
simply fatches them.] |
sent yay finest version of
the split “WHODOO/onoe0”
reverberating up and down
the valley. Iiminsdiately
Bert answearad with a fine
tenok,
“WHODGOO0G0/a0n00000
e.” Aha, he did get up a bit
late. Five instead of four:
thirty. From a mile west
Enos answevad.

Soon | heard soft low-
ing from the fog. Glow
complaining aboul her
arthritic hip. Then came
Patzy and Gertie and
Linda and Mell and the
vest of the herd walking
single filz doavin the path
toward the barn.

Once move | inhaled
the sweet chill air rich
with the ripensss of sum.
mei and called
‘OO0 0/conoocooon.” Mok
for the cows thls time, bui
a sall in celebration of a
new day.
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holders to spend 12 hours per season helping on the
farm and tour hours assisting with distribution.

This kind of hands-on participation is different rom
the semi-annual work days and harvest [estivals which
most CSAs sponsor, evenls which require a fair amount
of organization and supervision by farmers, and which
possibly net less productivity than one might think. On
a visit to Live Powoer Farm in Covelo, California, 1
plowed 4 ficld behind a pair of Belgian draught horses
with biodynamic farmer Steve Decatur at the reins, I
struggled to keep the harrow in a straight line, the rich
dark earth unfurling behind me, a flock of blackbirds
trailing us, pecking at the newly exposed worms. We
worked hard until dusk. the experience sceping mto
tired muscles. While Decatur no doubt could have done
the work in a quarter of the time and much more effec-
tively than I did, it wuas an experience that changed me,
decpening my appreciation for the food on our tables
and for the people who make it all possible.

The Food Bank Farm, on the confluence of the
Connecticut and Fort Rivers in Hadley, Massachuselts,
donates half of its weekly output to needy Families,
soup kitchens, halfway houses, and other organizations
in the area. Not only do members fund these charitable
outreach efforts, they still receive culinary dividends
that are reputed to be a great bargain, According to ong
survey, the Food Bank Farm’s yearly share of $375,
would cost $800 if bought piecemeal at Stop-N-Shop,
the regional conventional supermarket, and $1200 at
Bread and Circus, an organic toods market.

In 1996 core group members at the Live Power
Farm in Northern California tackled head-on one of the
most difficult challenges facing CSA [ounders across
the country: land tenure, Without owncership, farmers
can spend a great deal of their income paying reot or a
mottgage for land that would be worth far more as a
supcrmarket or housing development than a responsibly
stewarded CSA. Live Power’s core group spearheaded a
campaign which raised nearly $100,000 to purchase the
land occupied by biodynamic farmers Stephen and
Gloria Decatur. Within a year, Live Power Farm was
placed into a conservalion eascment, requiring that any
futore land use of the 40-acre property remain agricul-
tural. The Decaturs received the agricuttural rights to
the farm—not to the real estate development value. This
separatton between the agricultural and development
values gave this hard working farm family equity in the

Apyone w&m i%w’tﬁtupﬂﬂ Pﬁ'muggh .
" to spond all his thne tiying to favn,

knows

thut a neighbor's orchard is o perfect place for making love.

—Charlas Aller Simart

lund they were dedicated to improving. It also setup a
procedure whereby the Decaturs could sell their farm-
ing title to a trust when they retire, or pass it on to their
kids if they agreed to farm it.

“The CSA model is atiracting new sources of capi-
tal to the issues of small diverse agriculture,” expluined
Chick Matthei, of Equity Trust Incorporated, a
Voluntown, Connecticut-based organization who
worked on the Live Power conservation arrangement
and continues to create new legal and technical tools to
preserve small farms in public trusts. Matthei’s
“Craining Ground” seminars, conducted around the
country, are aimed at attracting diverse playcrs to the
issue of vanishing urban crop land, farm inheritance,
and conservation. “Becaunse of the CSA model, there i3
an opentess now in public circles that small farms must
be protected. While its overall percentage of the current
food system remains small, Community Supported
Agriculture is having an effect far beyond its size”

It is easy to wax overly optimistic and idealistic
about the suceess of the CSA model, and seme wild
claims have appeared citing revolutionary overhauls of
the small farm scene. CSAS continue to cater mostly to
well-to-do city dwellers rather than rural residents—ihe
same people who can allord to buy microbrews can
now purchase hand crafted fruits and vegetables and
feel good about them. Viewed even more skeptically,
these farms-in-a-box schemes could be seen as just one
more form of vicartous entertainment, in this case for
people who have the time and luxury of preparing gual-
ity meals. Critics also argue that low-income families
and farm workers are shut out of the movement,
hecause of the hardship of paying cash at the beginning
of a growing season or cven on any given week, and
these people, as much or perhaps more than others, are
in need of fresh healthy food. QOthers point to CSA
airangements where members have very little connce-
tion to the work at all, other than writing a check at the
beginning of the season and reading the weekly
newsletters. Many farmers still live on low sataries,
Relationships among [arming couples are strained as
ever. Member atirition can be a problem. And even suc-
cessful farms struggle with under-capitalization.

Looking across the broad landscape of CSA organi-
zatllons, however, there seems 1o be a farm somewhere
working and experimenting with some solution or
mechanism to address all of the above challenges und

The Land Report 13




. Peggy hae‘s supper reddy hefore the five, but has talen time to make us bolh o Wifse
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Rowan, o somaboty, and go to a movie. OF else we stay of leoeree,
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N "™

worine Book that has blosd in it ..

criticisms. Full Belly Farm offers their members a
chance 1o sponsor boxes that are donated to single
mothers. Sixth grade teachers at the Martin Luther King
Middle School in Berkeley, California, use a weckly
box to teach students about farming and nutrition.
(They in turn go home and influence their parents, who
wanscend many cthnic and economic backgrounds.) The
Rural Development Center in Salinas, California, runs a
CSA solely for Latino farm workers, to improve the
quality of foods available Lo them. Steve Smith, a third
gencration farmer in Bedford, Kentucky, believes the
C8A is a model that can prevent a nwmber ol tobacco
farmers [rom selling their family farms in his region.
The mcmbers of vet another C5A farm congregate one
day before the growing season to hear the annuad bud-
get presented and then decide how much each will con-
tribure according io their ability to pay.

Community Supporied Agriculture’s biggest contri-
bution to the organic farming movement may be its
ability to serve as a crucible for a great variety of
issues, from public education to health and nutrition to
land ownership and agricultural access.

Since Indian Line larm first offered shares in its
apple harvest in Great Barringion, Massachuselts in
1986, C8As have sprouted up almost exponentially
across the United States and Canada (where there were
at least 63 reported in 1996). They range from tiny five-
member backyard gardeners in San Francisco’s Mission
District to 800-share operations like Angelic Organics
outside Chicago or BeWise Farms in San Diego. CS5As
reach as far north as Anchorage, Alaska, span the
breadth of Canada, and sweep diagonally across the
continent down into Florida. Though [ have found no
official figures on other counlries, I am aware of sub-
scription and core group arrangements in at least a haif
dozen other countries, including the Netherlands (abon-
nementer), England (box schemes), Australia,
Switzerland, Germany and Japan (tokked).

With a conservalive back-of-the-napkin calculation,
it is probably a prudent estimate to say that CSAs
account for one percent or a bit more of the national
organic sales in the Unticd States. That is $30-40 mil-
lion. With 1,000 CSAs operating on an average budget
of $30-40,000, this hardly seems unrealistic. This may
seem like a mere brush stroke on the big picture of the
nation’s food system, but what can’t be quantified in
economic terms is the opportunity that the CSA models

have presented for addressing far-ranging issues aboui
the actual costs of food production.

The term “Community Supported Agriculture™
might not exactly capture the true spirit of these pio-
neering grower/consumer arrangements. The word
“supported” is the most objectionable part of the phrase,
as it implies that communitics are somehow aiding
[armers in some way or another. Perhaps “sharcd.” or
“slewarded,” or “sustained,” might be more appropiiate.
According to University of Massachuselts Extenston
Educater, Cathy Ross, even pionecr Robyn Van En—
who co-founded the United States” first CSA and passed
away in 1997—was dissatisfied with the term. “Robyn
confided with me toward the end of her life,” Ross said,
“that she would have been happy with the termn
*Agriculturally Supported Communities’)

Tn his 1935 book Qur Vimishing Landscape, histori-
an Eric Sloanc wrote: “A hundred or more years ago,
whether you were a blacksmith, a butcher, a carpenter, a
politician, or a banker, you were also a fariner. If you
were relired you were a ‘gentleman farmier.” Even the
earlicst silk-batted and powder-wigged Amcrican had
gnarled hands that knew the plow and the tricks of
building a good stone wall. Belore setting out for the
day, therc were chores to be done that often took as
much time as a complete day’s work for the average
man of today.”

Some pine nostalgically for those good old days.
Others feel a void of purpose in their lives as the con-
nections to gardening and farmwork have been increas-
ingly severed, While many aspects of yesteryear have
and shoukd be happily forgotien, there are sull others
that arc worth keeping and in need of revival, CSAs
bave by no means solved the myriad of problems facing
the small diverse farmer today, but they have at least
created a mechanism by which issues can be discussed
within the broader community. Perhaps for the first time
since the days of the victory gardens, Community
Supported Agriculture has brought the dinner table—
and diners—closer to the soil than they’ve been in a
long time.
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Th€ 71 we put the dogs
in thair kennel, take
the air a few min-
utes in the cold
moonlight, listening
o a hound soimae-
where far away, and
go to bed.

And after a while, when wsa are
ling close to each other, and
the windows are open, we
watch the black limbs moving,
and listen to the windg, or to 2
mousa in the wainscoiing, and
wateh the moving firelight on
the ceiling.

Greg Comitt, Lafeverre Catnry,
Mivsissimpi, 15994

IJC there iy a god, anywhere, who has done this
to me, let i hear my thanls.

Charies Adlen Smarf
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Fcological Detérminism vs.

the Jeffersonian Ideal

Wes Jackson

The summer I was fifteen going on sixteen, I abandoned
mysclf o the prairies of South Duakota 1o work on a
ranch belonging to un cecentric and childless [irst cousin
of my mother and her Swedish immigrant husband,
Andrew.

Ina was Andrew's secand wife; hig first had becn
her sister Bertha, Andrew and Bertha homesteaded one
halt section and Tna another. When Bertha died, Andrew
and Ina martied and joined their holdings. This was near
the Rosebud reservation, and on Sundays I sometimes
rode with half breed kids over those prairies, hearing
such storics as 10 how their Indian grandlaihers had
trapped cagles on this hill or that.

Andrew, Ina, and T would go to White River on
Saturday afternoons. Seme of the Rosebud Sioux would
lie in the shade of the stores and as the sun moved, they
would pick up their belongings and move to the shade
on the other side. Out on the ranch Andrew would cuss
and swear about how the Indians never did anything
with the land. In town, the Indian trom whom Andrew
and Ina were leasing some land regularly charged gro-
ceries (o their account. Andrew always paid, for to fail
10 do so meant thal a neighboring rancher would be only
100 willing (o leasc that land next year, perhaps forget-
ting that he, o, would be trapped into buying a boctle
of whiskey at the liquor store, and that he, too, would
have to tolerate coming upon what ways left of one of his
steers butchered by the same redskins,

I fell in love that swmmer at a Saturday night dance,
She was a beautitul white girl and her magic was so
overwhelming that I swear I failed to sleep the entire
night after I met her. Thirty-five years later when I saw
her, she was seriously overweight, had lost most of her
iceth, her slip was showing, and she neither recognized
nor remcenibered me as she lugged one of her grandchil-
dren into the bar, '

] think it was the same
bar where, as a teenager, I
learned more interesting
content at lower tuition
than anytime before or
since. For it was there that
I had scrutinized, with the
civilized eye of a Kansay
River Valley Mcthodist,
drunk cowboys, married or
not, who hugged and

This essay is taken from a
lecture delivered October 8,
1993, at Mounitain View,
California. The lecture series,
sponsored by the Pentnsula
Open Space Trust and present-
ed in honor of Wallace Stegner,
was entitled “Land and (he
American Dream” A version
of this essay appeared in an
earfier Land Report without
the photos.

smooched young natives and from time-to-time disap-
peared inlo the shadows of the dusty back streets of
White River.

The landscape was mostly unplowed then and still
is today. The horse, central to that way of life then, is
less so now. Out on the ranch, besides the moon and
stars, the only lights were of Murdo and Okaten across
the river 12 1o 15 miles distant. It was a summer of
branding, castrating, fence fixing, dens of rattlesnakes
to discover, pond bass to catch, Many evenings on the
ranch I'd drive out on “the point” in a Cadillac coupe or
the pickup o shoot prairie dogs or to see the 100 head
ol horses in the bottoms or out on the range. “Junk
horses,” Ina called them, for in the dry 30s she’d
pumped water for hours for the caule, only w have 50
to 100 head of Andrew’s horses show up, run the caule
away, and drink all the water. Andrew justified keeping
these mostly wild creatures around on the grounds that
it was horse trading that had made it possible for him to
be so solidty positioned. Now I am amazed to think of
the slack Aadrew and Ina enjoyed to be able to atford
those 100 head of mostly unbroken horses.

I lived in a small weoden hillside shack set up on
steel wheels, a shack Andrew had bought from Milletie
County, which had used il 10 house the county road
crew. It had been pulled by borses, perhaps the same
horses used to pull the grader blade. Andrew and Ina
lived in a small two-room house with a large attic
which bowed from the weight of such old magazines as
Andrew’s Life, The Saturday Evening Post, and Ina’s
True Stories, a magazine devoted 1o idealized romance.
There was no electricity, only cistern water which was
used ai leasl twice, the last time always (0 water a small
backyard garden or the chickens. Some evenings
Andrew and 1 wonld sit on his porch, which overlooked
the White River a half mile away, and Andrew would
cuss Roosevelt, cuss the Yalta Conference, cuss [ndians
and neighbors and everybody but Tke the President —
who happened to be Ina’s first cousin, or I suspect Tke
would have caught it, too.

With Ina on her buckskin Dickey and me on Bonnie
or Viclet (mames T picked from two of my girlfriends
back home), we rode the range from one dam to anoth-
er, where peles were kept with Tures so that we might
catch some bass on the way home. Or we might go to
the abandoned school on the school section tor some
cotton seed cake to distribute somewhere across the
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Righl: Shavl, frrmarly owned by
Mellette Connty, D, Lur inaveling
road crew, Purchiased by ATS ranch
lor bunkhouse in 1948 and packed in - &
st of never-plowed prainc with
the White River in background.
Horme of suthar, summer 1952,
Poweer Boes and poles st prasent
then.

Opposie: Page: Sisters Berlha Suover
Swan (left) und Ina Stover (holding
horses) on ihe ATS ranch, late teens
or carly 19205, near White River,
SO, Ome vear aller Berthi died Tna
married Andrew, hee sister’s
widower, The house in tha
baskgronund was home s afl (hree. %
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nearly 4,000 acres of paradise. I didn’t want to go home
atd had it not been for high school foothall in
September, I might have stayed. The place became my
American drean.

And yet, locking back, even though Lewis and
Clark’s Missouri River was only 50 miles downstream,
[ now sce that little of Jefferson's vision was there
beyond the seetion lines and the system of laws. Here
the Jand determined, for no yeoman farmer could exist
here. Even so, I loved everything about it — the
Indians, the rodcos, the Danish and Swedish immigrants
delighted with their land holdings, the rattlesnakes, even
the colorful prejudice and the way the natives got a lit-
tle bit even with the butchered steer, the grocery bill,
and the whiskey.

In the Kansas River Valley it had been another
story. We were farmers there. Hocing was endless dur-
ing the summer, what with watermelons, sweet pota-
toes, cantaloupes, strawberries, peonics, phlox, sweet
corn, patatocs, tomatoes, rhubarb, asparagus, and more,
It was a relief 1o put up alfalfa hay or harvest wheat,
rve, and com (my dad won the county com growing
contest at least three yoars).

Our market was along Ilighway 24 and 40, a two-
lane highway called the Pacific highway — a subcon-
scious naming, I suppose, becausc the nation looked
westward. Six children were born to my parents. A sis-
ter the first born in 1914, T was the last in 1936, Dad
was 50} thal year, my mother, 42. They werc
Jeffersonian agrarians — fiercely so, 1 see now. They
were also Methodists and Congregationalists: don't
waste time, motion, or sieps. Don’t drink pop, alcohol
in any torm, or eat out. The contrast between that truck
farm and the South Dakota ranch was striking, The row
crops required culmvating and hocing. Sweat of the
brow, good manners, and quotable scriplure went
together. And in the market, with people stopping on
their way from coast to coast, I now sensec that we were
countrymen then in a way that we are not now. No bad

jokes about either California or New Jersey then. We all
inquired into onc another’s well being.

Here was an agriculture — row crop variely, of
coutse ~— that [ knew and, T will say, loved in a certain
restricted sense. But it did not compare to the life of the
range, with the juxtaposition ol natives and grassland,
ranchers and rodeos, [ made up my mind I would have
that South Dakota ranch one day, or one like it. Bot
Andrew dicd of prostate cancer and Ina died of injuries
sustained in a wreck with her pickup. The ranch was
sold and some of the money willed to onc of Ina’s
nephews who, within a year, paid it all out n a lawsuit
due to being at fault in a car wreck.

Football and love kept me in cellege in what must
have been one of the most misspent youths in history.
And what smoldered in nic were Lwo experiences with
land: the Jeffersonian agrarian, where sod had been
busted, and the life of the cattleman. I preferred the lat-
ter.

One of my great-grandfathers had entered Kansas
two weeks before the legal date, May 30, 1854, the day
the Kansas-Nebraska Act was ratitied. Twenty-six years
old, he had already been w San Francisco by way of
Panama. Fitty miles into Kansas, he broke tallgrass
prairie sod and set right to farming his 160 acres,
Jefferson-style, interrupting normal life to Gght with
John Brown against proslavery forces at Black Jack
Creek on the Santa Fe Trail in 1857, But a man who
was to hecome his son-in-law, one of my grandfaihers,
arrived in Kansas in 1877, one day betore turning 22,
with $300 to his name. He fell lucky not to have put his
money in the bank, for it closed the next day. He thus
preserved his grubstake and threw himsell out onto the
Flint Hills grasslands of Kansas to run catlle on more or
iess free grass. By the end of ten years he had ¢cnough
to go in with a partner and purchase 166 acres of sandy
loam in the Kunsas River valley on the second bench,
thereby assured of no more than a flood or two per cen-
wry. In tive years he had bought his partner out,
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I was born on that fann, love those soils, love 1o
plow them, Tove to smell them. But T have wondered
why that grandfather, when the grass had been so good
(o him, would give up his cattle to farm. I think I know.
He had come from the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia.
A Virginian! An agrarian! He nwst have been an uncon-
scious Jellersonian. He played the role and he played it
well for he and his family were well-off when he died
in 1925,

As a school board member, he convinced his neigh-
bors that the new school should be complelely paid for
in the yvear it was built, It was a fine, well-built school,
iwo rooms tor eight grades. My mother and 1 both went
there. How could the community pay such a debt so
quickly? I can’t speak for the neighbors; 1 know that
Granddad never expanded his income by expanding bis
acreage, though it was said of him that no matter what
he did, things turned out right. I suspect that the expla-
nation can be found in an ofthand statement my mother
made once, She said that he would lean on his scoop
shovel or against the harn for a half hour or more,
walching his hogs eat the ear corn or the soaked ouls or
the boiled potatoes he had raised. As much as his expe-
ricnce was a reflection of the times, it was also a com-
hination of joy, sympathy, art, and love rolled inte one
and tuned to the demands of his place. Here was the

Jeffersonian dream, as imperfect as it was, al its high
water mark, The actuality or reality of that dream has
been compromised and in decline ever since, and since
World War II at dazzling speed.

In [act, now it seems as if the Jeffersonian dream is
like what Aldo Leopold once said about conservation,
“a bird which [lics fuster than the shot we aim at it.”

The point here is that on the South Dakota ranch
ecological determinism is the major factor. The original
vegetative structure must stay intact or a steep reduction
in carrying capacity will shortly follow the loss of eco-
logical capital. The loss of biotic diversity will be fol-
lowed by the fow of nutrients down the White River,
downward toward the river Jefferson’s emissaries
opened np — the mighty Missourl. On the Kansas
River valley soils, howevcer, historieal delerminism rules
and Jefterson’s ideal can be a reality again. Across the
ecological mosaic of this continent exists a range
between and beyond these two extremes. Each picec of
that mosaic will have to be evalnated as to where it falls
on Lhat scale.
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To David and Ida Fisenfiower.

April 21, 1939

Tohnny and T have just completed 4 trip to the “Bontoc™
region of the Philippines, where tribes, called the
Igorotes, still semi-barbaric in culturc have, over a peri-
od of some three thousand years, developed a system of
rice raising that involves the terracing of whole moun-
tain sides. Rice is raised in paddies, or relatively small
plots, that must be so constructed as to hold water to a
depth of several inches. A typical mountain side, pre-
pared for rice raising, therefore resembles a series of
gigantic steps, the outside wall varying in depth from
two to twenty feet, with the top perfectly level and about
a foot lower than the waterproof retaining wall, The
water 1s brought in by several methods, the first of
course being by direct rainfall, which in some seasons
of the year is extremely heavy, In certain cases, a spring
will cmpty itself into the top terrace, and an opening in
the outside wall of that terrace keeps the water at the
desired level, and permits excess water to flow down
into the next. This is repeated as long as the water lasts.
in other cases, where a gwift stream boils down the
mountain side, a sufficient amoont is merely taken off at
each level, and where this fortunate condition exists,
every inch of ground is cultivated, and the terraces are
crowded together to (ake
Eisenhower: The Prewar full advantage of the abun-
Diaries and Sclected Papers,  dant water supply. Since
19151941, this leiter is part of many terraces have heen
the Foliz Papers ai the constructed on harren
Eivenhmver Library, Abilene, . "
Kansas. Reprinted by pennis- rocky slopes, the topsail
sion, has been brought in, often
for a distance of miles, in
baskets carried on the
head. Often the slopes are
incredibly steep, so that it
makes the person raiscd

Previously publivhed in

on Kansag® flat prairies exiremely tired and fatigued just
1o watch the lgorotes scampering up and down the
mountain side,

Since, in the past, some of the (ribes were very war-
like (it is the country of the so-called head-hunters), the
villages were ordinarily built on small, steep promento-
ries, which could be easily defended, FHrom these vil-
lages the people have to go daily to care for the rice,
maintain the terraces, regulate the water and so on. In
the circumstances just going to and coming from work
would completely exhaust the average American and
leave him unfit for any preductive labor.

In some instances a mountain side may be suited to
raising of rice except for lack of watcr. Where a size-
able strcam runs through the valley this problem has
been partially solved through the construction ol irtiga-
tion systems. Since the country is mountainous the
streams ordinarily have a considerable fall, or drop per
mile, 50, by topping the river a sufficient distance up-
siream from the area to be cultivated, it is possible, of
course, to bring the water down in a ditch paralleling
the stream to the desired spot. But to carry out this sim-
ple idea has involved an amount of [abor, all of it per-
formed by hand and with only the crudest of wols, that
no other people would even have undertaken. We fol-
lowed one such ditch for several miles, certainly no less
than five, Every foot of it was cut out of solid rock, and
often, because of the projecting points. On top of all
these difficultics was the additional one of getring
across the tributaries cutting into the main stream.
Whenever these entered, the ditch had to be carried all
the way up to the headwaters of the ibulary, adding
miles to the required construction,

All in all, a visit to the region leaves one well con-
vinced that the rice terraces of the Bontocs deserve to
rank, as they do, with the special wonders of man’s
accomplishments in this world. Moreover, there is no
room left for doubting the archacologists’ contention
that the terraces were begun at approximately the time
of Moses.

The region is difficult to access. The mountain
roads, or tracks, are so narrow that one-way traffic, con-
trolled by gates, is compulsory. It is normal {o be riding
along & narrow winding shelf road, with hundreds of
feet of over-hanging bounlders and rocks on one side,
and a seemingly bottomiless abyss on the other. The
roads have steep prades and during wel weatlier, which
we had, the frequent slides across the road render it
shippery and exceedingly treacherous, We were blocked
at one spot by a land slide that was more than one hun-
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dred feet in length, and as many deep. A huge pine tree,
certainly 50-75 years old, was carried down with the
slide and sprawled drunkenly across the road. Tuckily
we were a few minutes behind its occurrence, and so,
instead of being tossed over a sheer drop of some two
thousand fesat, we had merely to back carefully, T don’t
know how far, uniil we Found a spol that permitied us
cauliously and laboriously, but successfully, to turn
around. Then we had to travel an extra hundred miles to
get out of the mountains.

When [ started this letter, [ had no idea of including
in it such a lengihy and wordy description of our ip.
But since I have done so, T'1] trv to get one or two prin(s
of pictares Johnny took in the region. They should tell
vou the story much better than T can.

All of us send love and besi wishes to you twe,
Devotedly vour son. — Dwight D, Eisenhower

Uncle Peewee
Donald McCaig

I don’t believe more than 4 hundred people live in the
countryside around Williamsville, Virginia, and there’s
fewer thun a dozen in town. [n a community where
everybody knows everybody it is easy to see that John
Donne had it right; No man is an island. Every man'’s
death diminishes the rest of us.

We buried Uncle Peewee Wednesday. Preachers and

- the tax man knew him as “Andrew” Stephenson and
that’s the name he was given 97 yoeurs ago, He was
“Uncle Peewes” 10 everyone [or miles around, many
unrelated o him, There is no way anyone can aspire to
unclehood or campaign for the honor. Though old age is
part of it, most old people don’t ever become a commu-
nity’s Uncle or Aupt. Wisdom is one requirement. A
generous spirit is another. An Uncle or Aunt is someone
grown men or women wish they could become.

I first met the man 25 years ago when | was 30 and
he was 72. Peewee had mude the hay stored in my barn
and drove down every other day to take a load on his
pickup. The bales weighed 30 pounds and they were
awloward and the twine eut my fingers. Uncle Peewee
was half my size and twice my age. He bucked two
bales to my one and when we finished he asked me how
much he owed me for my help.

The men Peewee Stephenson learned from and
admired as a boy were velerans of the War between the

states. They taught him the world they knew and some
of the world their fathers had known,

The influenza epidemic of 1918 hurt this communi-
ty and entire families died within a week. Peewee and
his brother Bob took up smoking the new tailormade
cigareties and believed the smoeke kept olf the germs
and saved their lives.

When the first car he ever rode in got up to five
miles an hour Uncle Peewee said it felt like he was fly-
ing. He tried flying too, once, with one of those ham-
stormers who took people up for a doliar, Peewee didn’t
care tor it,

Uncte Peewee was a brilliant horseman and rode in
jousting tourneys where the horseman gallops breal-
neck to pierce a small brass ring on the tip of his lunce.
Uncle Peewee won his last tourney at the age of 76, He
was the Knight of Williamsville.

Lxcepting Sundays, Uncle Peewee worked with his
hands every day of his life and though he never got
rich, he reared two children, took care of his family,
was an elder in the Williamsville charch, and owned his
own land. He was a horse logger and larmer. He always
kept hogs, chickens, horses, cows, and sheep.

Three years ago, in winterlime, 94 yoars old, he
waded the BullPusture river hip deep to check on a new
boin calf. The call was alright, but on his return trip,
Peewee stepped into a hole and was swept downstream
300 yards until he could craw] out. Tt took him two
hours to get back upstream to where he’d left his pick-
up, For three days he never came out of doors and we
all held our breath. But on the fourth day Uncle Pecwee
came out 1o look aiter his animals.

Two years ago, when his wifc Pat got sick, Uncle
Peewee cared lor her, back and forth to the hospital,
and was heartbroken when she died, We teared the blow
might be too much for him and perhaps it was,

Bvery community is a gathering place moving
through time and when Uncle Peewee died, we losl
what he knew but we never thought to ask him about.
His humor leavened us. We lost that too. With the death
of our last 19th century man, Williamsville has moved
entirely into the shiny new 20th century and the ex-con-
[ederates Peewee knew so well have slipped farther
back into the darkness,

At the end of his life he did not spend many weeks
in the hospital and nursing home but they were more
weels than he wished to spend there. Uncle Peewee
wanted to come home. Now he is home.
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Terry Evans, Howard Taliferro and
iy hogs, ol Jear are] Stioe
Anderson, Matfield Green, Kansas,
1965,
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A farim is a very poor place to
earn a living in the ardinary
mzaning of that phrase, and a
very rich and splendid place {o
earn = living in svery other
meariitig of that phrase.

I mean in the growing, so to speak, of ideas, sensations, intuitions,
feelings, sympathies, and delight in action, all of those things that alone
Fustify work and money.

—Chairles Allen Smart
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A Post Script to Th@ Hog Wars

Maurice Telleen

No sooner had Gene Logsdon read “The Hog Wars™ in
the last issue of The Land Report than he was posting a
letter to me stating that it was OK but | had ovetlooked
one of the most compelling concerns ahout the huge
confinement lots ... namely disease control. Not just for

. the pigs but for us, the consumers of pork.

Sure enough, aboul the ime it was published, the
Des Moines Register carried a [ront page story that was
a ‘good news-bad news’ type of story about this very
subject. The bad news was that “44% ol the hogs pro-
duced by large operations in such states as North
Carolina and Georgia are contaminated with salmonella
bacteria, according to the data gathered by the USDA”
The good news was that the hogs produced in large
operations (more than 7500 head) in the midwest only
had an imeidence of 24 percent.

The differences between the two regions carry
through with the swmne pallern in somewhat smaller
operations (see chart}. The message was plain, Raising
hogs should be left up to us Yankees. Ours are only half
as likely to make you sick.

Numerous experts were quoted. An cconomist from
the University of Illinois said, “the implication woold
be toward smaller producers and toward a shift in com-
pelitiveness back toward the midwest.” Well, yes. T
would scem Lo suggest that.

Another expert, this one a USDA veterinary epi-
demiologist, said it could be related to climate, “Maybe
in the warmer climate of the southeast, salmonella bac-
teria are more apt to survive than in the midwest.” That,
too, would seem to muke sense. That mav also be the
reason that more thermal underwear is worn in lowa
and Mipnesota than in North Carolina and Georgia. Tt
isn’t the cold so much as the wind chill, and it isn’c the
chill factor, or even the humidity so much as the fear of
salmonella, Anybody knows that. '

A couple of experts also were quoted, They had
impressive credentials and were equally adept at point-
ing out the chvicns, [ was impressed but wanted a sec-
ond opinion.

So I went up the hill to my next door ncighbor,
Russ Bruns, and discussed these things with him. He
actually makes a living by working at the sale barn a
couple days a week, palch farming a few little farms
and acrcages in the neighborhood with John Deeres that
are so old they still go ‘pop-pop-pop,” sells a lot of hay
to horse people one pickup load at a tine all winter

long, markels maybe 150 hogs a year and 25-30) stcers,
can wire a house, build fence, and nail two boards
together,

He also does my chores when I’'m gone and bor-
rows my trailers frequently, the stock trailer on the aver-
age of 2.6 times per month and the flatbed .7 times a
month, {Neither he not [ have any use for anyone who
doesn’t keep good records, You can’t make it in this day
and age with unreliable data.}  once took those trailer
figures to an cxperl on borrowing stuff at Wartburg
College here in Waverly for analysis. He knew the situ-
ation. He needed only 1o glance at them and guick as a
Hash he said, “The difference is accounted for by the
sale barn conrnection—animals jump off of {latbeds.” OF
course it was easy for him, This was his arca of exper-
tIsc.

Buck to Russ. He also pays income tax but decsny’L
hrag about it, has an IRA and a mutual fund or two, and
he and Nora have raised three good kids, None of them
has ever been in jail, nor are they walking around “in
search of themselves” And he finds time to play with
his grandchildren. Now, il that doesn’t qualily him as
an expert I'd Tike to know what it takes.

Russ read the article over, studied thosc figures, and
looked thoughttul. He said he hadn’t spent any scrious
time in Georgia but that be tended to agree that the fear
of salmonella was the chief reason we wear long-johns
for about Tour months out of the year.

But he was troubled by the chart. He pointed ont
that “fewer than 1,000 head was a rather broad catego-
ry.”” He would have preferred to sce il earried down to
200 or less; 201-300, and 301-999. T would have oo,
but maybe you aren’t a pork producer with less than a
thousand. “Yeah,” he said, “maybe that’s it.”

Afier another couple minutes of studying the data
he was ready to inicrpretil.

He said, “Anybody knows that when your kids start
schoot they drag every bug their classmates are alllicted
with home and share it with their little brothers and sis-
ters. And anvbody knows that people of all ages tend to
be healthier in the autumn because they have been out
in God’s own sunshine all swimmer, not cooped up in
some climatc-controlled house, That is true, I imagine,
north or south, east or west. And while salmonella isa’t

-exacfly the Bubonic Plaguc, the same ground tules

apply. Bugs jump from person to person, from rat to
person, from rat to rat, and—I reckon—from people to
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rat, but in that case nobody seems to give a damn
gxcepl, maybe, other rats.”

Long pause. I knew he wasn’t through by a long
shot.

“Small pox probably killed more Indians (than
Winchesters. Do you know that in London, England,
alone over 150,000 people died of Bubonic plague, and
it dido’t take but a few years? [t was in the early sixtcen
hundreds. In the days of sailing ships, entire crews
would share some affliction and die. A ship was sort of
a [loating confinement building.”

I was beginning to think he would never shut up. So
I said, “Russ, I didn’t come up here to discuss the
Middle Ages or to tall of sailing ships und sealing wax,
we were talking about the hog business.”

*Yeah, well, think about this. Is a little pig likely to
be healthier and happier ranning around on a patch of
alfalta with his mama or down in the hold of a ship in
an environment the creator certainly didn’t have in mind
for anv living creature ... other than bacteria and bugs?’

“But Russ, these things are not the hold of a sailing
ship. They have sensors to monitor the gases 1o detect
ammonia and hydrogen sulfide, and the people wear
breathing masks, and there are statc-of-the-art forced
ventilation systems in place. And they have claborate
systems to handle the waste. 1 mean they are rice.
Several even fly old glory cut in front of their build-
ings—-like, vou know, an Atmy post or a school or court
howse”

“Hold i, right there, neighbor, I any city sewage
system worked as badly as many of these do, everyone
wonld move out of town. Except the lawyers—they
would hang around to file more suits. Tt would be a
ghost town, Like those ramshackle old mining towns in
the west,

“Now, as for manure, it has gotten a bad rap. It is a
lot like money. Spread around and used in moderation it
is both a blessing and a boon to mankind. Get too much
of cither in any one place and you got tronble. T don’t
know why people can’t sec money and manure as kiss-
ing kin—they bear a strong family resemblance to onc
ancther,

I suppose you are going to tell me that land is too
high priced to raise hogs on. Personally, ] don't think it
is. Right now, amyplace is too high priced to raise hogs
or. But you don’t have to raise them on pasture. They
have these hoop houses and deep bedding systems that

the Scandinavians (vour people, Maury) use to good
cllect. Of course it is bard to raise 10,000 pigs in hoop
houses or In A-trames, but who was the tirst turkey who
gobbled that all the pigs had to be raised by a relative
handful of pecople—hall of them indentured servants to
large corporations. Of course there would be a lol more
labor invelved, but needing ten, or twenty times as
many part time producers, spread around, isn't such a
bad deal, is 1t7? Ts it¥”

“Nao, bui it doesn’t sound very—well—etficient.”

T cannrol quote his response. “Efficient” was not the
right word to use. Alier the unquotable blowoff, he
wound up with “Efiicient for who? For some distant
stock holder who eats lobster for breakfust? Efficient
for the processor? Efficient for who? And how about
‘safe’ —for the consumer. Cheap food is, [ know, our
official national policy and has been for veats, That is
50 people can blow most of their money on other stuff
and to cnable agricullure to ‘do it’s share” for our trade
balance and the global economy—swhich is another
bunch of crap. By the way, did you know that the
Crusaders brought the Bubonic Plaguc to Burope? Yeal,
wasn't that a dandy little present for them to lug home.
Yes sir, they did. Now, this global economy is sort of
like the old time religion gone wild too. Did you
know... ”

“Russ, I gotta go.”

As T climbed into my pickup he said, “By the way,
do you need your stock trailer tomorrow? T need to haul
a steer and a couple of hogs to the locker.”

“Na, help yourself, just don’t flood the market. 1t is
in enough trouble the way it is.”

Salmonella rates:
a Midweskern advantage

A The Depaitment of Agriculiure's salmonella survey looked at
Midwestern and Southeastera farms in 1995 and 1996, Here's the
average contamination rates, according to the study:
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Copyright 1999 The Des WMoines
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Ahave; Wright Morris,
Drverweer with Silverware,
Home Place, Near
Nofolk, Nebrusha, 1947

Opposite Pape: Faula
Chatnlee, Creitz Koo,
Aelriein, Tewas, F995

When I walk over good land and crops
ruined by droughis and floods, when [
Jeel the hear of the sun, and the cold
Jrom beyond the sturs,

i fesl something a good deal laraer
than ourselves, someathing without
any interast in us, semething in
wheose presence we simply cannet go
on being hogs, cowards, and fosls,
and survive.

—Charles Affen Sniort
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There is also a sociery of trees, which is certainly mare
important to fuiman society, and is nore important to
mie personally, than the gracious sociefy of flowers,
When your old trees, your old friends, are dyving, and
being hewn inlo firewood, not only a redsonable atten-
tivn to the first principles of agriculture, but also an
inuner hunger, a psychological necessity, demands their

replacement.
They cannot reaily be replaced, within a centuey or
tweo, buk as any eld person, and espocially any ol
person without children and grandchildren, will tell
you,
a beaginning
iz alvaady somethi

— Charfes Allen Swart
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The Land Institute Makes History

Two university libraries and the Kansas Historical
Socicty requested the papers of The Lund Institute, We
have chosen the Kansas Historical Society as the best
repository. It seemed logical to keep these materials in
Kansas in an institution with excellent staff and new
facilities. Boxes of materials have already made their
way there and morc will be added from time to time.
When cataloged and organized, they will be available to
researchers interested in our origins, ideas and overall
development.

NSA Research

We have had working meetings with many of our NSA
Agvisors, Options and opportunities for pushing the
research onto a larger stage were explored when threc
Advisors participated in a membership of ten that
included funders and a media representative, We met
with six Advisors at the University of Georgia to dis-
cuss the future of NSA and to explore the conneciions
between their work and ours, We visited Stephen Jones,
breeder of perennial wheat at Washington State
University-Pulliman and will soon acquire seed [rom
him tor our own experiments. Steve is interested n col-
laborating with us and claims a spark for his criginal
interest in perennial breeding was his exposure to Land
Institute ideas as early as 1980. Six Advisors led discus-
sions on various science topics and spent a day to two
last summer in our workshop with Graduaie Research
Fellows. Kendall Lamlkey, agronomist at USDA-ARS,
traveled with us to visit the Green Revolution research
site in Mexico (CIMMYT). The Advisory Team 15
increasingly a working body and we are grateful for the
gift of expertise its members make to our work, Advisor
John Doran was jnstrumental in our participation in a
soil sclence meeting be Jed in Greeee that resulted in
new interest in Natural Systems Agriculture from scien-
tists of Grecee, England, Austria, Germany, France,
Spain and Canada. Advisor Peter Hartel visited and
became so interested in soil work Marty Bender was
doing that Peter spent the day taking soil samples for
analvsis and is sending back resulls important to ouar
work.

Qutreach to 4 variety of other institutions and
Advisors included numerous meetings with rescarchers
to cxpand our exposure and (o build a constituency, and
with representatives of various major toundations to
develop ideas to finance a major research program, A
teaching cngagement in England was combined with
other meetings there: the Queen’s biologist, the head of
the Roval Botanic Garden-Kew, researchers al a grass-
Iand research experiment station working on intercrop-
ping wheat with legumes, and professors who work on
agricoliure in Africa and Asla.

Alice Sutton, a former cmployee, returned in a new
capacily as greenhouse assistant to David Van Tassel.
Our receptionist, Laura Underwood, helped in the
greenhousc when the work timing became critical. Our
greenhouse is busy. David has a busy schedule of
research and will report results following the growing
season, Dayid takes the largest responsibility for the
Fellows program and has organized the July Fellows
Workshop.

NSA—Fellows Program

In addition to renewing our research fellowship granis
to the first five Fellows {rom last year, we have added
eight new Fellows for a total of thirteen. All partictpated
in the Fellows Workshop in July. Fellows submitted
proposals to conduct research projects at the master or
doctoral level on university campuscs; about half are
working with professors who are members of our
Natural Systems Agricultare Advisory Team. Each pro-
ject fits the matrix of work planned to bring NSA to
fruition. The eight days spent with us at Matfield Green
for seminars with staff and with visiting scientists was
Ol opportunity to expose the graduate students to the
thought and scholarship that hay influenced the work of
The Land Institute. The workshop allowed us 1o get 1o
know the Fellows personally, Jeam from their insights,
and introducc them to the staff, projects, and facilitics
of The land [nstitute. The interaction among speakers,
fellows, and people of The Land Institute serves to
enlarge and strengthen « still-modest but growing net-
work of Natural Systems Agriculiure rescarchers, to
spark new ideas and ways of thinking, now angles from
which to approach the scientific research and cthics,
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Sunshine Farm

Farm manager Jack Worman retired this winter with a
celebratory dinner and our warm wishes. An era rich
with varns and a one-of-a-kind Kansan has passed!
Marty Bender leads the way in our seventh field
season of a ten-year experiment. Two growing seasons
beyond this one (through 2002) will complele the sec-
ond five-year crop rotation, Marty does not nced more
data on the drafl animal and chicken experiments, so
1998 was their last year. This is the first yecar we have
emploved & local farmer on an as-nceded contract basis
to farm most of the plots. Cur new man, Charlie
Melander, has farmed in the Salina region for many
years and nses few chemicals in his own operations (and
none in our tields). His cquipment is up to date and he
makes his living [arming, so he must be savvy in the
business sense. To accommodate his equipment, we
widened our crop strips, maintaining the same rotation

scheme. There is utility in this change beyond mere
accommodation—wwe will also be testing a more farmer-
ready regime while holding to the same principles and
goals of the ten-year experiment, Charlie’s work will
allow an energetic comparison of farming scale with
owr use of small ficld implements and narrow crop
strips in previous years,

Marty has three Sunshine Farm papers accepted for
publication, two in review, and four in various stages of
Progress,

Ahove: Terry Tivans,
Spring, Saline Cotwly,
Kanses, February 1997
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Rural Community Studies

Bev Worster, Direcior of Education for our Rural
Community Studies, is really busy now! The Mattield
Green Consortium for Place-Based Education, formed
under Bev's leadership two years ago, reccived a Tond-
ing comimitment in March [rom the Rurat Challenge lor
$518,9635 over three years. Three central Kansas school
districts are members; Baldwin, Chase County, and
Flinthills. Over 80 percént of the grant monies will go
to the schools for new programs developed in this grant
proposal.

School dislricis of the Consortium will implement
programs to expand understanding of both human and
ceological communiiics. The proposed curricula will
feature the concept of sustainability. Stadents will learn
of the uniqueness of their places. They will relatc vari-
ous school subjects to their home place——the school, its
communily, its natural and physical place, and its placc
in the larger world. Interdisciplinary learning and expe-
riential learning are planned, since students learn in var-
ious ways beyond books and blackboards. Funding will
also support workshops for teachers and additional
teaching materials.

Bev has already contributed to in-service teacher
planning sesstons and organized a week-long workshop
in Junte with co-sponsor Emporia State University,
which offered optional college credit. “The Tallgrass
Prairic: Reading the Landscape of Home” was attended
by 24 people including 19 teachers from Consortium
schools. The day after, Bev led 20 tcachers, adminiswa-
tors, and community members from the Consortium dis-
tricts in a curriculum planning session that was joined
by three university observers.

Prairie Festival

A late switch of program titles became necessary and
Prairie Festival 1999 featurcd “The Agrarian Mind in an
Industrial World—The Industrial Mind in an Agrarian
World.” with a fine ¢cast of characters that ranged
(atphabetically) [rom Wendell Berry to Ann
Zimmerman. More than 350 people participaicd in the
weekend, and it was (he first in awhile in which we
missed extreme Kansas thunderstorms,

Public Notices

A chapter on “Natural Systems Agriculture” by Jon
Piper appeared in Biodiversity in Agroecosystems,
Wanda Collins and Calvin Qualset. A major article by
Scott Russell Sunders, “Lessons trom The Land

Institute,” appearcd in the March Audubon Magazine.
ITugh Sidey of Time mentioned us in “America’s Last,
Greal Factory for Decency,” Progressive Farmer.

Filming at The Land Institute included Fost
Landscape by a treelance group. An appealing film 7he
Living Land features four segments on food including
The Land Institute, John Jeavons, chef Alice Waters of
Chez Panisse, and organic farmer Mas Masumoto. We
were part of a PBS Kansas program Farming the Wheat
State.

Wes Jackson taughl ome week of a three-weck
course on biotechnology at Schumacher College m
Devon, England. Presentations included participation in
a symposium of the National Academy of Sciences
meeting at the University of California at Irvine on
“Plants & Population: Is There Time?” Two presenta-
tions on agriculture were made to foundation boards,
and we participated in a panel at the Environmental
Grantmakers annual rewreal. We made presentations in
meelings at Columbia University, Kansas State,
Dartmouth, University of Missouri—Kansas City, and
Union College. Media attention included a local week-
tong radio call-in program assignment and numerous
interviews with AM and FM stations across the country.

About the Authors...

Wes Tackson

In this issue, as in the last, we are featuring articles by
Wendell Berry, Pavid Kline, and Maury Telleen, all
farmers, all unapologetic agrarians.

Dan Tmholt is a free lance writer who lives in
Naorthern California with his wife and two small chil-
dren. They have recently come to a piece of land they
are learning to know.

Mary Mackey is a poct and auther of several noy-
¢ls. She is a professor at Caliloriia State University at
Sacramento.

Don McCaig likes to write books about dogs and
other Living things all of which are extraordinarily good
tales, He lives on a 280-acre farm in Williamsville,
Virginia, with his wifc Anne and five border collies.

Charles Allen Smart was born in Cleveland in
November 1904; his family moved to Long Island when
lie was about 12, He died in Chillicothe, Ohio, in March
1967. His books are: New England Holiday (novel,
1931 The Brass Cannon (novel, 1933); RFD (memoir,
1938); Wild Geese and How fo Chase Them (philoso-
phy, 1941); Sassafras Hill (novel, 1947}, Rosscommon
(novel, 1948); The Green Adventure (play, 1954); At
Home in Mexico (essays, 1957y Vive Judrez! (biogra-
phy, 1963); The Long Warch (aulobiography, 1968); and
Letter to a Sunday Writer (essays, 1969).
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About the phomgraphers. - S We are pleased to add the work of Soloman
Buicher and Wright Morris. Buicher photographed

Custer Counly, Nebraska, from settlement with sod
houses to later white picket fenced vards, with an eve
for the details of the domestication ol the prairie.
Morris also photographed Nebraska, bui Later in the
1940°s, His work is an carly elegy for rural life on the
prairie.

Terry Byans

In this issue, as in the preceding one, we featurc the
photography work of Paula Chamlee, Greg Conniff,
scott Jost, and Terry Evans whose sensibilities are
about care of land and people together,

Selected recordings from
=]

The Agrarvian Mind in an Indusitrial World-—-The Industrial Mind
in an Agravian Worid

Presented by The Land Institute, Salina, Kansas, May 28-30, 1899
Speaker

Saturday. May 29

e 1 The Urban Agrarian Mind David Qrr

__ 82 AnAgrarian’s Approach to a Shrinking Domestic Livestack Gene Poal aury Tetleen

83 A Reading Wandell Barry

.. =4 If Park Belly Futures are Getting You Down, Try Poetry Futures Bill Holm

__ 55 Ecolagical Design: integrating the Industrial Sociaty with the trapetative of the Land  John Todd

_ 56  Chautauqua; Julia Louisa Lovejoy & Jobhin Brown Armitage & Stottlemire
Chautaugua Discussiorn: with Wendell Berry, Conn Nugent Don Worster, moderatar

Sunday, May 3¢

__ 5UT <Cuban Responses 1o the Crizes of Industrial Agriculture Chris Picone
_______ 502 Communicating Intelligence: Larger Mind and Common Sense Nancy Jack Tadd
___ BU3 Hcmessteading Annick Smith
___ 5U4 Peasant Economy and Mini-industry Eduardo Casas Diaz
e BUS  This Land |5 Your Land—0Or |5 It7? Angus YWright
___ 8Us In Dialogue Caszas Dfaz & Wright
__ s8U7 Prairie Festival Wrap-Up Wes Jackson
d
£ Perpetual M oiro% unimites
Total number of tapes x 58.00= For Canada, DOUBLE Mame
_Full Setis) x $94.00 _ . __ . shipping amount. For
Subtotal: Mexico/Overseas, Company Name __
For Mail Orders within tha U.5., TRIPLE shipping amount.
add Shipping and Handling: ____ . OQrders are sent Air Mail Address
(51.50 first tape, and are guarantesd for 80
5.50 each additional tape days. City o
$18.00 maximum)
Colorado Restdants add 7.46% Sales Tax . . State Zip Code
Grand Total: _
Phone { )i

Credit Card: __ MC __ VISA _ _Discover

Card # Exp.

Perpeival Motion Unlimited Signaturs
1705 14th 5§., Swite 396
Boulder, GO 80302

Phone: (303) 444-3158
Fax: {303) 444-T077
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James R. Gray

Bill Creen

Laurie C. & G. Garner Green, i

Gregg T, Greiner, DVM

Toseph Criftin

Robin Wildo Grouse & Patricia Ann
Casey

Pete A, & Elizabeth B. Gunier

Peter Gustafson & Xelly M.
Champion

Jafin Gylleck

Michael Haheck w2 0000

Margaret M. & Jamies M Hall 15 -

Fldon & Margarel Handrich

Yusann Barnah

Tloyd B Tlansen & blargarel R,
Tuma

Arl & Nalulic Hansan

Randall B. & Saralyn Reece Hardy

Kitk ¥, Hargetr

Pamela J. Hurrds

Jobn Hart. & Tane Morell-1lart

Kristina [lastell

Gen Hitman

(fary 3. & Lynne Hartshorn

Dayvul T. & Tudith L. Flarvey

Dong Iarvey

Raberr Hiughavwoul

Pultner R, & Tydia T Havnes

Hedge TTaven Farm

Maija Heimo

Michae] Hetner & Carolyn Blasdsl

C M, Hendrycks Apiaries

Eric & Mary Herminghausen

Allan P & Mary T0 Hewring

Airlam Herrmann

Anna Hersperper

Hibburd Family Trust

Steyen & Annabeth Hind

William E. Hine, Jr.

Dr. Allen Gene Hirsh & Rionda J.
Wiiss

Ton Tleeflar

Stan O, & Karen Hokanson

Brian & Kathy odck

Craig & Tlamrike Holdrege

Troy Hollur

Jenny F. Holines

Danald M. Homam

Wavne Hongsermeler

Brunu Huppe

David Hoskins

Loven B. Hough

Mark L. & [inda K. Howard

Andrew Hrynlewciz

Jerold & Bonnie Hubbuard

Darrell K. & Bunny T. Haddleston

Deborah AL Hansbergar

Helaine Hunscher

Jon €. & Audrey E, Hunstock

Gurall J, & Kristin L. Irissamri

Griggs Iiving

Margarat Japrzer

Jean-Luc: Janmink

Rohert W Jensen

Tlawry J. & Ann L. Jell

David M. Juhna

Broce L. Jobnson

Carl L. & Linda K. Johnson

Charles W, Tuhnson Tr

Heather Jahnson

Julie A. Tohnson

Lairy L. & Pamela J. Johnson

Marlin Fobnsaa :

Tor. Michael G. & Gwyn E. Johnson

Nina & Orval Johnson

Roland A, & Margaret Johnson

Vernon T & Betty M. Johnson

Daniel G. Jones

Tmomy R, Jones

Sharan Joyer & Patricia Nagle

Ton Judson & Kay Neumann

Richard & Beverly Kul

Edward Kail

Jarmes T, & Julie Kanady

Susan Kanamole

Czetchen Kehrburg

Harold W. & Brenda J. Keller

Doung Kelsey

Arlana R. Kemp & Richard A,
Netherout

Kay Kenlsm

* Mk Kepkay

Stephan M. Ketiler,

Thomus R, & Toma T. Kilian -

Ken T Kirkpatricle & Deboruh L.
Cravis

Ted Klasven

Cary Klcarman

Lance R. & Melaie Klvip

Rev, John J. Kleinwachler

Mark O Klatt

Dionald 8. & Elizabeth A, Khincleher

Clayton A, Knephey

Rob Koowies & Mery] Stern

Luvid Knox

Reggie Knox

Heike Koesler

Donald Koke

Walter I, & Barhara J. Kovp

Tames koplin

Seppo AL & Terttn K. Karpela

Clen T, & Ellen Kotrwilz

Verna & Conrad (3, Krahling

Kerry Kramer

Pat Kramer

Conpie 5. Kreider

Thomas A, Krcissler & Laurie
Maithews

Keith W, Krieger

Douglas £, & Janct G, Krreger

Pau! B. Kubista

firega C. & Gretehen 1% Kurnlicn

Erika Kunkel

Kedth A, & Marian T Kuper

Giretchen La Budde & Michael
Whaley

Palreia Labine

Mark & Robin Lacsy

Larry Lack & Les: Ann Ward

Mury Lageman

[nane Tahti

Beth Lambert

Michuel Landets

The Landscape Stndio

Senator Gerald Lange

blarvin Lange

Jutizn K. T.arsan

Kris Larson

Konney J. Lurwood & Paiticia T,
Meuder

T.aura’s Lean Beef

Roy ML Lechtreck

Mary L. Lehtnunn

Susan Tennhardt

Leopold Center

Charles A, & Jenmiler Iewinsohn

Lawtenes B, & Ruth G Lewis

Myrna Liehers & Panl White

Matthew Liebman & |_auta C.
Memrick

Joreph G & Beatrix U, Lindguist

Don & Naney Link

Carolyn E. R, Jitwin

Jerey Tockhart

Jakob R. & Tamar M. Loewenberg

Matthew Logan & Felice Stadler

Bornard F. & Diana C. Long

Jonne A, Long

Dir. & Mrs. Herlan Layid

Anne E. Lubbrs

13rs, Michael & Sue Lubbers

Thomas A. Lumpkin & Leslic R,
Elberson

Zach Tyneh & Casey Crawford
Lyach

Lynn Absmast Co,, lne.

Vicloria Lynoe

Tarncs I & Susan B. Lyttle

Ed Lytwik

Tod Macluy

The Land Report 34

Willlemn Wacl cish & Blizabeth
Likhey

Audrey Magoun & Palrick
Walkenburg

Marilyn Mahoney

Elizabath A, Mupes

Creorpe R. & Warjorie T Manglitz

wlarianist Mavitiate Mount S1. John

David &, & Anne L. Warks

Jumes H. & Patricia To Marlett

Rohert T8 Marshall & Mancy
T.ehenbauar

Chonar Posligo Martell

Beverly I, Wartin

Helen & Edwin Marlin

Francis (. & Chrostine B. Martin

Dravid blartinez

Bradley T. Masl

LR, & Loma L. Maslenikay

Peler & M, ristine hMason

Anslin Mast & Sloy Feller

Thomas B, & NMinu Muskich

Heather M. MoCargo

Stcphen T WMeCarthy

Kirk R. McClalland

Mary MoComick

Kuren B MeCay

Christopher I. & Lyndu &, Meklroy

Lucy McGee

Alberiy ), Melirath

[morathy T2 McReil

Meadow Lark Dairy

Jaye Melcher

Murgaret G. Mellon

Conrad V. & Wary Lee Plumb-
Mentjes

Thomus . Mertz

Toredno T0 & Alex A, Meaver

Ron Michuel

Heward Walter Micllce

Mark & Jeanette Milcinske

Gregory M. Mikkelson

Amy E. Willer

Lyuhel Millzr

Terry & Marilyn Milleson

Guil & George Millon

Diwve & Florenee Winar

Craig & Susan Miner-

Tames D. & Suarah [, Minick

Joseph 5. & Judith Mintz-
Hirschberg

Tulie G. {Betsy) Mitchell

Bonny A. Moclienbrock & Michael
L Lowty

Therese Moeller

Robact T. Mohler

wonnd Jo Moody

Gregg T. & Cmily B. Moare

Thomas W, & Anne H.T. Moore

Hagry & Lois Mawgan

Mark, A Morgenstern & Sally A,
Meyer

Michaal Morley

R, Antadea Morningstar & Gordon
Broen

Tohn Morrill

Bravid Muormow

Lynn W. Moser

Barbara L. Muellar

Alison G & Marlin L. Muric

Glen A, Murray

I, Kenneth Mvers

Dean Mysrson

Darrell E. and T.uanne Napion

David P & Nawey A, Medveck

Alice C. Nelson

Robert Nelson

Kty Nestor

New England Small Far lnsr,

Richwd D. & Shiriey A Niwsome



Bolares B, Nice & David B
Siegenthalar

Bark Nichols

Paul T-. & Hlaine Nighswonger

William N, Nix

Laul Norland

Tivubeth <. Norlon

Ken Norwand

Janet A. & John C. Nyhaklke

Laura M. O"Brien

Drricd CF Shie]ds

David & Jeanne K. (de

Yvette R Ogle

John & Bathura Gurlach Opie

Leni Chtenburger

Jett Osborne

Brivl Ostrander

Tames M, Ouray

Jim Oweens

Farl W, & Jeanne R. Palm

Alan T,, Parker, T & Rebeccu Ann
Zerger

Mury Thorpa Parker

Zia Landiss Parkuer

Gary & Eilzen Parks

Lixry Parnell

Steven 12, Pallerson

Liza Panlson

Harold W. Payne

Femd 1. & Richard ). Peaice

BElmer M. & Wilma Pegrse

Joel L. Pederson & Carol M. Txehler

Cynlhia 8. & Ronatd M. Pederson

Len Pedectti

. Diane Percival

Dule Perking

®, Abner & Kathryoo Pemey

J. Yannick Perrette

Jolm E. & Merle L. Peterson

Virginja M. Sonne-Pelerson

Katharine M. & Harrv J, Peftequin
I

Annelle H, M. Plannenstiel

Dionna Pickel

Carol Piligian

lawtence Roberl & Jeanne Maiie

. Pinoco

Diwight & Lavonne Flatt

Bruce Plenk & Julie Cisz

Bryce I & Kathleen Plunkert-Black

Ben Poage

121, William R. Pokioss

Kennelh A, & Julis H. Porter

Daonald Tn. Poscoe

Charles A, & Marie F. Praspal

Thotnus & Sundra Peatcliard

Michelle Pulich

Quiney University Friary

Readinnee Duiry

Katheyn T, Holltnun-Runkin

Jehn Ranney

Iveal 8. & lzen 1. Ratzlaft

Thamas L. Hauch & Joyce
Borgerding

D, B Edmund & Kristina Razma

.. David & Ann Redmon

Patty & Jerry Recee
vid & Wendy 5. Reinhardt

Reobert A, Renk

Wahel C. Richarndson

Curtis C, Ridling

Bén Rinkevicz

Janet 1 & Wayaoe L. Rippel

Tohn A. Rogers

Lemton D. & Norma Jean Roller

Arlene V. Root

Tames A Bowstnanicte, Jo

Andrew L. & Worissa B. Rubin

Marttia T. RuhL.

Thomas Ruppert & Mar[a Caf ollna
Gy

Matt Russell

Michael & Regula Russelle

Palricia J. & Jerry D, Ryan

Steve & Tanue Ryan

Scoft Sadil

Sandhill Fanm, Inc.

Freda O, & Sanuel Sass

Laura Sayre

Srefan Schlogl

Joel A, Schmidt

Carol C, Schmit.

[Kaven Schnahel

Mancy Roca & Phillip W, Schneider

Stelfon A, & Rachel Schneider

Steve & Bridait Schock

B. John & Linda 5. Schols

Earl Schrogder

Jeffrey I. Schruben

Amy D Schwartz

Fluine G, & 5, Paniel Schwartz

Richard T, & Peggy Sechrist

Junet Yazs] Seligman

John €, Shuskd & Sara B, Martin

Sandra T, Shaw

Jim & Sara Shefton

1avid (3 Shier

Dehorah 1., & Johm 1), Shoress

Ann B, Simpson

DMine Simpson

Stesren T Sirods

Donald G, & Clvera W, Skokan

Kuy V. Slade

Jobm A, & Beverly Sluss

Diennis & Peggy Smarn.

Bath Smith

Tyamicl G. & Cheryl L. Smaith

Daryl D. & Sue A, Strith

E Scott Smith

Suil Technelogies Corp.

Thomas Pairick Suuke & Juanst
Sharon Bos

Gary Spimygler

Panl Spenee

Donna J. Spotin

Enic A, & Mary Lonise Stahl

Rabert & Clira bleffen

Tr. Jeriy Stein.

Anndava Stevem

Tun Stevens

Vernon M, & Jean b Sleveny
Flisa Stevenson

- Wendell H. & Elizabeth §. Stickuey

Steve Swodola

Russell & Dorothy Stone
Stanewall Farm

Bianey Slorlazzd

Michac! Sirigel

Lawrence T. Smart

Jobn Cul & Virginia A, Stuhre
Wlichae] T, & Susau /. Sudulmk
Persis B. Suddeth

Brian J, & Jomitu L., Suderman
Tanel To. Suclioer

Anna Sufar

Edward C. & Janice C. Swab
Cierald Swallond

Lynda G. Swarnder

Duvid K. & Shelli A. Swanson
Jututhan Sweet

Walter B & Jeanic M, Sy
Maggie Winter & Rusty Svdaor
Curol E. & Srephen 1. Tatsumi
Eron Taylor & Beb Consy-"laylor -
Wictoria Tenhrink

Ruth Tegrill

Pael G, & lupice [, ‘Theobadd
Stephanie Thampaan

Daniel Howard Tolson

Sarah Chippell Trulove & James W.

Whelfal -
8 West Foundation
Rebeeea 8, Untermuhrer
Daniel G, & Amber T, Vallollon
Susan Yan Afta
Wantuge Quest
Helen Ann B Vinlon
Phil & Ilelen Vogt
Elizuhelh I, Vollbreclit
D, Orville 1. & Helen M. otk
Yerlon IC. & Elaine 1. Wrana
John & Bette Sue Wachholz

eSS

' P want to be a perennial |

Toho W, Wi

Virgil Wagner

Diivid Wagroner & Arwen Donahue

Williurn & Penny Waliler

Tames & Donna Wessel Wallor

Richad S, Waxman

Kita L. & Martin €. Wabb

Panl K. Weiclhaas & Madoma M.
Stallmann

Inmrell (3. & Lois b Wells

Roberr Claire Wener

Orval L & Wary C. Woyers

Philip Weyman

D¢, & Mrs, H. E. Wheeler

Rabert T & Mary Whelpley

Tom & MNita Whiteman

Todd Wildermuth

D Tulia Willebramil

Roslyn Willett

12avid L. Williams

Stanley Paul Willisms

Todd M. & Tezde G Williams

Sariuh June Willlamsaon

Plillip J. Wilimore

Leni A Wilamann

Professor Norman Wirzha

Rill & Jayne Wisler

Van Wolhach

Keith V. & Kathleen Wall

Runald ). & Juyee &, Wolf

Joel & Toan G, Woodbull

Woule Family Tatate Trust,

Cirep & Donna M. Yoeng

Tames H. & Mutjorie H. Young

Rebecca Yomng

Dr Willizom M. & Dorothy & Zales

Tiligabulh Zall

Ruth E. & Mark W, Zulonis

Marie Zazzi

1dawil M. Zelske

Kirsten T, Zerger & Sanford N,
Nathan

Fandall L. Ziglar

Kar] Zimonerer
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