
















Left to right: Steve Hetzke, Fred Elliott, 
Wes Jackson, Tim Frend, Wendell Nickell, 
Charlie Marsh, Steve Burr. 

of Di rectors 

The Board of Directors for The Land 
Institute consists of individuals who have 
expressed high interest in the goals, philo
sophy and projects of The Land� and who have 
agreed to guide and support the non-profit, 
educational corporation. 

Only two of the directors live outside 
Salina. They are Bernd Foerster, Dean of 
the College of Architecture and Design at 
Kansas State University, and Frank Anderson, 
librarian at Wofford College in Spartanburg, 
South Carolina. 

There are seven board members who are 
Salina residents: John Simpson, state senator; 
Sam Evans, businessman; Rev. W. E. Cassell, 
emeritus professor of religion and Bible at 
Kansas Wesleyan; Steve Burr, wildlife biolo
gist and current president of the Kansas 
Audubon Council; Wendell Nick�ll, John· 
Schwartz and Gordon Maxwell, all medical 
doctors. 

Roger Welsch, Assistant Professor of 
English at the University of Nebraska in 
Lincoln, is a man who is interested .in the 
culture and lore of the Great Plains. He has 
recently torn down and reassembled a log cabin 
near Lincoln. He is the author t

i

f several 
books �nd papers on the frontier loie of �he 
prairie. One of his books has the memorable 
title,· Shingling the� and -Other Tall. Tales. 
In addition, he has made a record album called. 
''Sweet Nebraska Land. 11 

Roger will visit The Land on December 4.· 
That evening he will play his guitar and sing 
some of those prairie songs at a gathering in 
the home of Senator and Mrs. John Simpson, who 
are hosting a buffet for the students, board 
of directors and friends of The Land. 

i Id i 

A new building for activities at.±he Land 
is under construction. On Nov. 5, fifteen 
friends of The Land worked from daylight until 
dusk on a log structure at the sight of the 
burned building. On Nov. 6, eight returned to 
work all day again. rwo walls were raised. 

Logs for the building are power poles, 
twelve to seventeen inches in diameter. The 
window and door jams are made of railroad 
ties .. Three by twelve inch bridge planks, 
purchased from the county when the bridge near 
The Land was repaired, are being used as 
stringers and ceiling joists. A roof will be 
built over this first story and tools will be 
stored inside. Next summer Wes will build 
the second story for classroom and office 
space. 

The construction cr�w on the weekend 
effort included Wendell Nickell, Steve Burr, 
Charlie Marsh, Steve Hetzke, Ken Baker, Dick 
Courter, John and Karen Black, Fred Elliott, 
John Simpson, Jim Rhodes, Steve Palmer, Jim 
Lawrence, Rob Mohler, Tim Frehd, Laura, Scott 
and Wes Jackson. 

It was strenuous work, requiring problem 
solving and cooperative efforts to get the 
logs into place. The joking. and teasing, and 
a plentiful supply of good food provided by 
wives of the workers, made �t seem more like 
a party. On Saturday evenin�, when it ·was 
too dark to work any longer, thirty peopl� j 

men, women and children, gathered in the 
Jackson house for a turkey dinner. It was a 
mellow celebration of the day's accomplish
ment and an experience of community_. 

.ha·c.-

Gary Hammond, a local farmer friend, came 
by one night right ·after the fire when we were 
scooping up ashes and pulling out twisted tin. 
11 I just thought you might want some power 
poles that got snapped off in the_ ice storm 
that winter. If you want to build with them, 
I have plenty. I' 11 help you load them. 11 w· .

. J. 
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Wes Jackson resigned last summer as 
professor and director of the Center for 
Environmental Studies at California State 
University in Sacramento. He was also the 
proposal writer and project director of the 
Lake Tahoe Environmental Consortium, as well 
as a member of the design team and partici
pant in a statewide television course on 
environmental impact analysis. Prior to 
moving to California, he taught biology at 
Kansas Wesleyan in Salina. 

Wes was trained as a biologist with a 
master's degree in botany from the Uni ver
si ty of Kansas and a Ph. d. in genetics from 
North Carolina State University in Raleigh. 

His widely adopted book, Man and the 
Environment (2nd edition, Wm.C:- Brown";-1974), 
appeared at the time his interests were 
shifting to the problems of human inter
actions with the environment. 

In January, Wes will take part in the 
Overseas Development Council and Kettering 
Foundation South Asian Dialogue Project. He 
will travel through India and Sri Lanka with 
nine other invited participants and visit 
agricultural operati6ns. One stop will be 
to visit the Institute of Intermediate 
Technology in Trivandrum. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS: All photos, except on 
page 1, by Harry Mason. Logo design by Dick 
Courter. 

Spring Semester 

The Land Institute offers a progrim for 
six to eight college-age students each;;s·ernester 
Special seminars and inter-term courses":will 
be available in the future. The L.a':i:ii.d .is 
located three and a half miles southeast of 
S11lina, r::ansas, by the Smoky Hill ''•Ri,ver on 
property of Wes and Dana Jackson. '· 

The spring semester will begin\February 7. 
Any person interested in applying should write 
a letter describing his or her academic back
gr�und, interests, and plans for the future. 
Write to Wes Jackson, Director, The Land 
Institute, Route 3, Salina, Kansas, 67401. 
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We have not emphasized college credit fo1 
The Land experience. Nevertheless, we recog
nize that one of the realities'of the day, for 
some, involves making progress toward a degree. 
Therefore, we cooperate with those institutions 
and those students who wish to work out such 
an arrangement. For ex@nple, Sue (abover will 
receive twelve h( urs of cr•?.di t at Maryrncmnt 
College fo:r: thiL, _:all 1s we,_k. 




