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Farmer survey
• France and US are among the top producers of 

small grains and are leaders in organic food markets

• June 23, 2016 through July 25, 2016

• Objectives 
• Evaluate farmer interest in perennial grains 
• Identify motivations and barriers 
• Explore differences between French vs. US and 

conventional vs. organic farmers



Survey responses by state and region 

88 US farmers 319 French farmers

407 farmers completed the survey



Farmer demographics



“What level of interest do you have in 
growing perennial grains?”

• 57% interested/very interested
• 41% need more information
• 2% not interested/definitely not interested

• Is there an association between interest level 
and previous knowledge? 
– 73% (n = 93/128) with previous knowledge were 

interested 
– 47% (n = 78/165) with no previous knowledge were 

interested



Potential 
Motivations



The proportion of farmers, presented by country (France n = 221, US n = 71) and farm type 
(Conv., n = 76, Org., n = 216), who selected one of the given possible reasons in their top three 
motivations for growing perennial grains. 

Orange = Profitability 
Blue = Management
Green = Environment

Potential Motivations to Grow Perennial Grains
Significant differences between the two 
countries and two farm types (respectively) are 
presented in parentheses. * = p < 0.05, ** = p 
< 0.01, *** = p < 0.001, NS = not significant. 

Different letters in vertical 
columns represent significant 
differences among ranking of 
reasons (p < 0.05). 



Potential 
concerns



Potential Concerns about Growing Perennial Grains

Orange = Profitability 
Blue = Management
Red = Entry

The proportion of farmers, presented by country (France n = 221, US n = 71) and farm type 
(Conv., n = 76, Org., n = 216), who selected one of the given possible concerns in their top three 
concerns about growing perennial grains. 

Different letters in vertical 
columns represent significant 
differences among ranking of 
concerns (p < 0.05). 

Significant differences between the two 
countries and two farm types (respectively) are 
presented in parentheses. * = p < 0.05, ** = p 
< 0.01, *** = p < 0.001, NS = not significant. 





Potential Integration Strategy

The proportion of farmers, presented by country (France n = 226, US n = 73) and farm type 
(Conv. n = 80, Org. n = 219), who selected a given potential integration strategy.

No difference in choices:
between French and US respondents
between conventional and organic respondents





Perspectives on perennial grains

The percentage of farmers, presented by country (France n = 221, US n = 70) and farm type 
(Conv. n = 76, Org. n = 214) who answered “agree”, “neutral” or “disagree” for three statements 
about perennial grains. Numbers within bar segments indicate counts of respondents. 

Results of chi-square 
tests for country and 
farm type

* Stars between bar segments of the same 
color represent a significant difference in 
the proportions. 
* = p < 0.05, ** = p > 0.01



• 57% of farmers interested in growing perennial grains 

• Profitability was a priority for all farmers
• Reducing labor requirements 
• Improving soil health

• More US vs. French farmers and more organic vs. 
conventional farmers were interested in perennial 
grains as a dual-purpose crop for grain and forage 

• Conventional farmers motivated by profitability, 
whereas organic farmers reported they would grow 
perennial grains to provide environmental benefits



Thank you!

sw783@cornell.edu 
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