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Photographs for this issue were taken by several
staff members and interns.

ON THE COVER

Karen Finley took this photograph of Jon
Piper and his son Joshua cooling off in Sharp's
Creek during the Flint Hills trip with interns
on June 20. There are trees along the cut which
the creek made, but above on the high bank one
can see the dominant vegetation of the area,
prairie grasses, Terry Evans made the print.
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At The Land

The Land Institute was established as a
non-profit educational organization in 1976, and
a student program has been our central educa-
tional focus. Since 1983, when we began the
agricultural intern program and the 47 week
"srowing season" term, college age students have
worked at The Land throughout the summer. The
spirit of the eight interns permeated the Insti-
tute this year, seasoning the daily routine of
our fourteen permanent employees with physical
energy, intellectual challenge, and humor.

Summer officially begins right after the
Prairie Festival when we suspend regular class
sessions and the interns spend most of their
time time outside taking care of the experiments
and tending the garden. During the hot days of
this July, however, the staff and interns were
happy when visitors came and we could go into
the classroom for a discussion. In addition to
the three invited scholars (described on page
4), we also enjoyed special sessions and potluck
lunches with Peggy Waggoner of Rodale Research
Institute and Elizabeth Raisbeck, a senior vice
president with National Audubon Society. Don,
Bev, Will and Katie Worster, dropped by in
August on their way from Utah to Massachusetts.
Don, whose last book was Rivers of Empire,
talked about the need for new cultural images
(other than conquest and domination) for the
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Western United States, and the group speculated
on what those might be.

Putting a new roof on the classroom build-
ing was a major summer project. A storm in July
1987 peeled back part of the roof over the
classroom/library. Interns and staff repaired
the damaged area the next day, but the building
really needed a whole new roof. This July,
1988, Rob Fischer, operations manager, and

several interns installed a new "hot tin roof"
(brown metal) in the sweltering heat.

On the roof, in the garden, out in the
experimental plots, in the classroom, in the
kitchen, out on the prairie — that's where
interns spent the summer at The Land Institute.

As their articles in this issue show, they also
reflected on the Prairie Festival, read books,
researched topics of personal interest, and wrote.

The In’s and Out’s of Summer

Clockwise: Jake Vail, Jemifer Delisle & Beth Gibans out in
the I1linois bundleflower plot; Doug Towne & Tom Clemetsan
in the library; Adam Rome, Doug and Laura Benson in the
classroan; Doug and Rob Fischer on the roof.




Perspective and Wisdom

The Land Institute provided the 1988
interns a summer scholar program with the
perspective and wisdom of 244 years of
collective experience.

Wes Jackson accomplished this by inviting
three octogenarians to The Land Institute as
visiting scholars: Henry Geiger, Harry Mason,
and Jack Sharp. Each man spent two class
periods with interns and staff.

Henry Geiger is described in the
following article.

Harry Mason, professor emeritus of psychol-
ogy at Kansas Wesleyan, now living in Port
Orford, Washington, was also a visiting scholar
last summer (see L. R. # 30). For the 1988
sessions, Harry assigned a NEW YORKER story,
"Mar Nueva" by Mark Helprin, which led to a
wide-ranging discussion about surviving under
authority and power one cannot change. Harry's
unusual way of looking at the world never fails
to surprise listeners and stimulate new ideas.

Aaron J. (Jack) Sharp, professor emeritus
of botany at the University of Tennessee, had a
teaching assignment awaiting him upon his return
to Tennessee, a special course in the Smoky
National Park. One of the authors of Great
Smoky Mountain Wildflowers, as well as 250
professional papers, Jack is still an active
botanist and teacher. He helped start an annual
Smoky Mountains wildflower walk program in 1929
which is popular yet today. Three years ago he
found a plant "new to science" in the Great
Smokies.

Wes asked Jack many questions about his
career as a "plant explorer." Jack described
adventures in Guatemala and Mexico and travels
all over the world. His association with many
well known figures in American botany, such as
Paul Sears, Liberty Hyde Bailey, Julian A.
Steyermark, A. S. Hitchcock, William Vogt, and
Lamont Cole also led to interesting stories.
Jack Sharp believes there are still places in
the world left where one can be a plant
explorer.

"Why catalogue something about to become
extinct?" Wes asked. '"Because of its historical
importance,” Jack replied. He pointed out that
the plant could give a clue to the history of
vegetation and tell us about the environment.
For example, he once found a moss in the Aleu-
tians which indicated to him a forest had once
been there. Other scientists did not agree
until someone discovered petrified wood in the
area. Also, Jack explained that though one may
think a plant is almost extinct, another one
like it might be found in another part of the
continent or the world in a similar niche.

Jack Sharp worries about the state of
American botany. The great emphasis on biotech-
nology has led to professionals who "want to
ignore the outdoors and produce everything in
. labs. The ones I know are more concerned with
the dollar than the technology," he declared.

Aaron J. Sharp

The Man of Manas

Dana Jackson

For forty years Henry Geiger has written
and published MANAS, a "journal of independent
inquiry, concerned with study of the principles
which move world society on its present course,
and with (a) search for contrasting principles
that may be capable of supporting intelligent
idealism under the conditions of life in the
twentieth century."

Henry Geiger was our guest at The Land for
three days. We gathered in the classroom two
afternoons to ask him questions about his
beliefs, his life's work, and the many scholars
and thinkers he has known, such as Robert M.
Hutchins, President of the University of
Chicago, Scott and Helen Nearing, and Abraham
Mazlow, the famous psychologist.

I asked Henry if he wrote every day.
(MANAS is published weekly, except for a "summer
interlude" in July and August.) 'Yes," he
replied, "but I only write things once. It
comes out right the first time now." Henry
begins the June 15 issue:

‘We are continually counselled and
warned, these days, that the modern
world is undergoing a process of
unavoidable change, that our thinking
must be altered to accommodate the
processes of this change, and that
moral or ethical foundations in thought
and action are required to avert
disasters which are well on the way to
taking place.

Even considering that Henry has been
writing every day for forty years, I am still
amazed that anyone can organize complex ideas
into clear sentences and do it right the first
time!
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Theodore Rozak said of MANAS in the
introduction to Small is Beautiful by
E.F. Schumacher (1973):

"With few exceptions, the princi-
pal forums for his writing have been
those little, intensely alive, path-
finding journals (like MANAS in
America and RESURGENCE in England)
which more than make up for their
limited audience by being ten years
ahead of the field in the quality of
their thought."

Henry knew E.F. Schumacher. He
stayed in Henry's house and Henry drove
him around to his various speaking engage-
ments. Small is Beautiful is a book Henry
turns to often, as he states in the lead
article of the May 11, 1988, issue of
MANAS "It is as though there is really
far too much in this book to be absorbed
by a single reading, with the kind of
attention we give to even the best of
books.,"

Hanry has given attention to books
by Wendell Berry and Wes Jackson and has
quoted from articles in THE LAND REPORT.

Some of his loyal readers have become
Friends of The Land.

Henry Geiger grew up in New York City,
the son of a musician father and an artist
mother. He attended the Cathedral Choir
School of Saint John the Divine as a child
and was an actor in the Theatre Guild as a
young man. In 1936, at the age of 28,

Henry went west to California where he has
remained. During World War II he spent
"four years, three months and 24 days" in
a conscientious objector camp, planting
trees and fighting forest fires. It was
there he began planning the publication of
MANAS, which he began in 1948,

One does not find the name of Henry Geiger
in the pages of MANAS. Writing always in the
editorial "we," Henry explains that editorial
articles are "unsigned, since MANAS wishes to
present ideas and viewpoints, not personali-
ties.! Fach issue has a lead article, an
editorial, a '"Review'" section, a department
called "Children and Ourselves' and one named
"Frontiers -- Religion, Science, Education."

"You don't fix institutions; you grow
better ones because you've got to have them even
though they're a menace. I'm a philosophical
anarchist." Henry told Land Institute people.

When asked what he reads, Henry replied:
"Only what I have to. Ninety-eight percent of
the books that come in now aren't worth reading;
the other two percent I read two or three times."
Henry receives several books in the mail each
week to review, most of which get donated to his
local library. Though he can quote long
passages of lyric poetry by Shelley, Henry does
not print or review poetry in Manas. He said
he would be "embarrassed" to criticize poetry.

Henry Geiger

Photo by John Thelander

The common root for MANAS suggests "man"
or "the thinker," and in the content of the
magazine, which Henry describes as 'philosophy
and practical psychology," he presents the ideas
of those he judges to be significant "thinkers,"
Henry is more oriented towards men as thinkers,
and only occasionally singles out women, but
given his history and the extensive, valuable
contributions he has made to the critique of
human culture, this blind spot is forgivable.

Information appears below for anyone who
wish to become better acquainted with MANAS,

SUBSCRIPTION RATES
1 year $10 2 years $18 3 years $25

Students and others with low income who find it diffi-

cult to keep up with rising costs may subscribe at the

rate of $7.50 for ane year and $14 for two years.

Issued weekly, except during July and August by the
MANAS PUBLISHING OOMPANY

PO. Box 32112, El Sereno Station, Los Angeles, CA 90032




Fall Visitors” Day
September 24

The schedule for this year's Visitors' Day
on September 24 will be different from that of
former years. Rather than staff and interns
leading tours of the premises as in the past,
visitors will pick up maps with descriptive
texts and take self-guided tours. The tours can
be at their leisure and at any time from 9:30
A.M. until 4:00 P.M.

There also will be programs to attend on
Visitors' Day. At 10:30 A.M. participants can
get an update on this year's research by attend-
ing an introduction to ecosystem agriculture and
a tour of experiments (visitors should be
prepared to do some walking). Alternatively,
they can take part in a workshop on "The Garden
in the Fall" led by Thom Leonard in the commun-
ity garden. Participants should be prepared to
do some garden work.

At 12:30 there will be a potluck lunch
(bring food to share and table service).

The final program (2:30 - 4:00 P.M.) will
be a dialogue between Wes Jackson and William
Irwin Thompson on the topic "Ecosystem Agricul-
ture and the New Biology." Following the
dialogue, the audience will be invited to
comment and ask questions.

Prior to Visitors' Day activities, William
Irwin Thompson will conduct a special semi-
nar on his latest book. (See following article.)

Visitors' Day is free and open to the
public.

William Irwin Thompson

to Conduct Seminar

William Irwin Thompson will be at The Land
on September 23-24 to direct a seminar based on
his recent book, Pacific Shift.

Pacific Shift defines the shape and content
of a new global culture which Thompson sees
rising out of the Pacific basin bounded by Los
Angeles, Sydney and Tokyo. This emerging
culture incorporates such diverse influences as
the creative West Coast-Japan tension, Silicon
Valley computer technology, Buddhism, and femin-
ism. It signifies a major shift from the form-
erly dominant New York-Paris-London industrial
culture.

Thompson's position is that this new cul-
ture embodies stewardship rather than exploita-
tion of the earth and an economy based on appro-
priate technology, information and cooperation
rather than production, consumerism and competi-
tion. He explains how this value system could
lead us away from a machine-oriented world view

that makes science its religion, seeks to domi-
nate and exploit nature, and glorifies predatory
individualism.

Thompson explores the whole range of our
cultural heritage to assemble the outline of the
coming Pacific electronic era., In a discussion
ranging from the novels of Doris Lessing, the
films of Peter Weir, and MTV rock videos to the
insights of economist E. F. Schumacher, struc-
tural anthropologist Claude Levi-Strauss, cul-
tural historian Michel Foucault and Gregory
Bateson. Pacific Shift points out the signposts
charting the course for this cultural transfor-
mation.

William Irwin Thompson received his Ph.D.
from Cornell University and has taught at
Cornell, M.I.T. and the Universities of Toronto
and Hawaii. While in New York in 1972, he
established the Lindisfarne Association, a
"contemplative community of scholars devoted to
the study and realization of a new planetary
culture, Thompson's first books, At the Edge of
History was nominated for a National Book Award
in 1972. He is also the author of Passages
About Earth, Evil and World Order, Darkness and
Scattered Light, The Time Falling Bodies Take to
Light, and Gaia Politique. He is a resident
of Bern, Switzerland.

The schedule for the seminar is as follows:

Friday Evening, September 23, 1988

-7:30 P.M. - Lecture by William Irwin
Thompson followed by a
discussion in Land classroom

-9:30 P.M. - Reception

Saturday Morning, September 24, 1988

-7:30 A.M, - Continental Breakfast
(Pacific style)

-8:00 A.M. - Lecture/discussion with
William Irwin Thompson

-2:30 P.M. (optional) Attend the Visitors'
Day program featuring a
dialogue between Wes Jackson
and William Irwin Thompson

To register for the seminar, send $35 to
The Land Institute by September 14. This fee
includes $15 for Pacific Shift which will be
mailed to each participant (postage paid) as
soon as The Land Institute receives the
registration fee.

William Irwin Thompson, 1979 Prairie Festival










































































































